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Welcome Letter 

 
 

Delegates, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the Conference for a 
Conservative Colombia, otherwise known as the paramilitary committee. The history of 
the Colombian crisis is a deep struggle for national identity that roots itself in the violence 
of political clashes, ideological differences and social instability. In this multi-front war 
between the guerrilla movements, government, and right-wing paramilitary groups, you 
will be faced with the arduous tasks of preventing splintering amongst your organizations, 
maintaining land control, and creating a united front towards insurgency.  
 

In the chronicle of events that take place during 1964 to 1991, within this 
background guide, you will discover the complexities of how the Colombian conflict 
developed and arose from political power struggles and a burgeoning identity crisis. 
What I have provided you here is a mere outline of the events and key concepts 
throughout this time period and strongly encourage you to gain a deeper understanding 
of the conflict in your own time at least a month before the conference.  
 

Furthermore, I have been asked to introduce myself and will do so with extreme 
brevity. My name is Alex Holgate, I am a physics specialist at the University of Toronto 
and have chaired at NAMUN in previous years with excellent results. To close before 
meeting you all at the conference, I’d like to leave you with a final note: whether you are 
an accomplished speaker or novice delegate, the awards tend to go to the delegates 
who have not only read the background guide but done work in their own time. This will 
be a challenging and fast-paced event so I expect you to be well read before you 
arrive. Take my advice; it is painfully obvious if you haven’t read the background guide.  
 

Looking forward to the conference! 
 
 
Cheers, 
Alex Holgate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Introduction 
 
 

What happens to a country when inequality spreads itself between the rich and 
poor, when political participation is suppressed by a government struggling to gain 
legitimacy and its citizens identify first and foremost with their political affiliation?  
 

The Colombian Conflict is a civil war spanning over 50 years that has taken the 
lives of an estimated 220,000 people and displaced over 6.5 million. It should be noted 
that these are rough statistics and, after decades, Colombia is still examining the scope 
of the disaster. The conflict that, for the purposes of this committee, began in 1964 is a 
complex situation that originally stemmed from a political struggle between the 
Conservative and Liberal parties of Colombia. As events unfolded and the country 
became increasingly fractured, due to a variety of issues, the Colombian conflict became 
characterized by the drug trade and militarized groups vying for control and power.  
 

The background guide provided will break down the agglomeration of interests 
and motives from the primary actors involved in the Colombian conflict and key events 
that transpired and led to significant consequences in the bloody history of the 5-decade 
war, though in your own research focus on the later period as the crisis will begin in mid-
1991. The background guide will provide you with the overarching themes and issues 
from the conflict. This is a starting point for your research and you are entirely 
responsible for seeking additional information to help you succeed in this committee.  
 

“Wars, as they follow their course, are fed and sustained by new grievances or new 
injustices that are different from those that originated them. Like rivers, wars get to their 
final destination with many more waves than when they left their source.” 

-General Benjamín Herrera1 
 
  

																																																								
1 Centro National de Memoria Historica, "BASTA YA! COLOMBIA: MEMORIES OF WAR AND DIGNITY ," Centro 
	



 
 
 

Definitions 
 
 
Convivir: In the early 1990’s Colombia approved citizen security groups in an effort to 
fight against widespread violence and crime. This lead to the creation of Convivir, which 
was hailed as the solution to this, since developed into a brutal form of vigilante security 
with cartel connections. Convivir are often run by corrupt authorities, and were frequently 
deemed responsible for social cleansing, and depend on extortion to run their operations. 
Uniquely, the Convivir also provide a sense of illegal security country-wide and tend to 
be more effective during riots than the local police.2  
 
ELN (National Liberation Army): A politically driven guerrilla group that was inspired by 
the Cuban Revolution and Marxist ideology. It was originally formed in 1965 by Catholic 
radicals, left-wing intellectuals and students — operating mainly in northeastern 
Colombia. Their funding is primarily sourced from ransoms and protection* payments.3 
 
EPL (Popular Liberation Army): The Popular Liberation Army was a Marxist-Leninist 
inspired movement in Colombia that portrays itself as the militant wing for the Communist 
Party of Colombia (PCC).  
 
FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia): The origins of the FARC date back as 
far as La Violencia when leftist political dissidents felt excluded from the political process. 
As they mobilized under the leadership of Manuel Marulanda, the FARC would become 
the largest guerrilla group in Colombia for decades to come. They were first officially 
recognized in 1964 as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia.  
 
Guerrilla: Guerrillas are small, independent combatants usually made up of 
paramilitaries, armed civilians and other irregulars. These groups use guerrilla warfare 
fighting techniques such as sabotage, hit and run attacks, and other mobile military tactics 
against larger forces that are typically officially recognized.  
 
Insurgency: Insurgency is an organized movement aimed to overthrowing a constituted 
government or authority. This may happen through the use of espionage, subversion, 
terrorism, and other violence.  
 

																																																								
2 Bargent, James. "The Legacy of Colombia's Vigilante Security: the Convivir." InSight Crime. October 17, 2017. 
Accessed January 01, 2018. https://www.insightcrime.org/news/analysis/the-legacy-of-colombia-vigilante-security-
the-convivir/. 
*Often indistinguishable from extortion payments. When a fee is demanded in exchange for some form of protection 
(i.e. physical, social, economic, etc.)  
3 United Nations. "The guerrilla groups in Colombia." UNRIC. Accessed January 06, 2018. 
http://www.unric.org/en/colombia/27013-the-guerrilla-groups-in-colombia. 
 
	



 
 
 
M-19: Founded in 1974, the M-19 group sought for a more inclusive democracy in 
Colombia and aimed to fight the widespread corruption in the government. The name of 
the group, the April 19th Movement, was coined in response to what the members felt 
was an unjust loss during the 1970 elections for Rojas Pinilla. This justified the group’s 
reasoning that the government was leading a corrupt electoral system.  
 
Paramilitary: An unofficial force organized similarly to a military formation in structure 
and training. While paramilitaries can be created by various organizations they are 
typically organized forces established by governments for additional protection. 
Paramilitary-like groups organized by other parties are usually referred to as insurgents 
or guerrilla groups. Borderline cases of legitimate paramilitaries in this committee are 
protection groups organized by cartels and local authorities that may engage in illicit 
activities while off duty but still have the tacit support of governmental elements.  
 

Social cleansing: Defined as the homicide, typically conducted by right-wing 
paramilitaries, of individuals belonging to targeted groups in order to maintain stability 
in neighborhoods and reduce crime; notably property crime. Groups targeted frequently 
included prostitutes, the homeless, criminals, drug addicts, street children, youth gangs, 
garbage pickers and homosexuals. Colombia’s social cleansing was copied from Brazil 
and Uruguay and was first reported in Pereira, 1979. Criminals whose faces were 
coloured with permanent red face paint were systematically killed. In the 80s, 500 
children were murdered in Medellin, Bogota and Pereira.4 These actions often secured 
paramilitary control of areas in the short term but played a major role in turning broader 
Colombian and global public opinion against them. 
 

AUC (United Self-Defence Forces of Colombia):  The Castanos brothers were only one 
group of people who had a feud with the left-wing guerrilla groups. There were a 
variety of individuals and organizations spread throughout Colombia trying to defeat the 
leftist guerrillas and discussions began to evolve in the 1990s on how to unite the various 
paramilitary groups, with the AUC emerging as the pan-Colombian paramilitary 
umbrella organization in 1997. 
 

  

																																																								
4 Solimano, Andres. 2000. Colombia : Essays on Conflict, Peace, and Development. Conflict Prevention and Post-conflict 
Reconstruction;. Washington, DC: World Bank. © World Bank. 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/14752 License: CC BY 3.0 IGO. 
	



 

 

Historical Background 
 
 
Just prior to the commencement of the Colombian conflict there was The Violence, 

more commonly referred to in Latin America as La Violencia. The historical background 
will begin here to set the tone and give more context on the events that followed. When 
the Conservative and Liberal parties formed in the 1800s, they fought to gain control 
over the government.  There were multiple events that lead to the bloodshed of 
thousands of Colombian’s long before the conflict began such as the Thousand Days’ War 
(1899-1902). In the early 20th century, the ruling party was Conservative and Colombia 
was beginning to experience an influx of foreign investment from the US. Despite this 
accumulation of capital that was used to build infrastructure and create factories for 
corporations, the working class of Colombia was still in poverty. This led to labor disputes 
and strikes between the multinational corporations and workers. The government 
responded to the strikes with violence, which quickly ended them and left the corporations 
temporarily happy but widened the political gap between the Conservative party and 
the leftists. A notable example is the Banana Massacre of 1928.5 

 
 Jorge Eliecer Gaitan, a liberal minded politician, became the voice of the lower 

and middle class living in Colombia. His campaign portrayed the Conservatives as a 
party more concerned with foreign investors than their own people. Gaitan quickly 
became a favorite politician over the years and formidable opposition to the 
Conservatives. He was expected to win the next election scheduled for 1950 but was 
assassinated in 1948. The death of Gaitan lead to violent street riots in Bogota that 
lasted for two days, resulting in looting and the deaths of hundreds of Colombians. This 
was only the beginning of La Violencia that tore through the countryside for the next 
decade between Conservatives and Liberals. Colombians during this tumultuous period 
were deeply rooted in their political affiliation and lacked a sense of nationalism 
attached to their own country, which was totally divided by political belief. This event is 
now remembered in history as La Violencia (1948-1958)6. In an effort to reclaim order, 
the government took authoritarian steps and the two parties elected a dictator whom 
they both supported, Gustavo Rojas Pinilla, to take control of the situation. Pinilla’s term 
was short and unsuccessful in achieving stability. His reign lasted from 1953 to 1957 
when he was ultimately overthrown by a military junta after refusing to step down. The 
Conservative and Liberal leaders, Laureano Gomez and Alberto Lleras Camargo, were 
forced to band together to create a National Front through the Declaration of Sitges 
(which a bi-partisan national front). This front also forcibly banned other groups and  
																																																								
5 History Channel. "Banana Massacre." History Channel. June 08, 2017. Accessed November 25, 2017. 
https://www.historychannel.com.au/this-day-in-history/banana-massacre/. 
 
6 "La Violencia Begins in Colombia: 1948." Global Events: Milestone Events Throughout History, edited by Jennifer Stock, 
vol. 3: Central and South America, Gale, 2014. World History in Context, 
link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/WLQXWN895912996/WHIC?u=lawr16325&xid=6daec31b. Accessed 26 Nov. 
2017. 



 
 
 
parties from forming to prevent additional opposition. The parties came to an agreement 
on how the government would be run in the next twelve years and established a four-
year term that would be run interchangeably by Conservative and Liberal leaders.7 
Lleras became the first leader of the National Front on behalf of the Conservative party.  

 
The National Front’s main objective now was heavily focused on legitimizing 

themselves and pacifying the public. Lleras introduced an agrarian reformation law, Law 
135, during his term at the 1960 National Agrarian Council. The law aimed to 
redistribute land to appease inequalities and inefficiencies with unused public lands 
(baldios), underutilized large estates (latifundia), and overcrowded smallholdings 
(minifundia).8 While this was unpopular with the ruling elites, Lleras believed it was 
necessary to achieve peace. This reform was also pressured by the Kennedy 
Administration, which was looked at Latin-America as a region teetering towards 
communist influenced regimes and potential alliance with the Soviet Union. In an effort to 
promote political democracy, economic growth and social justice, the Kennedy 
administration devised the Alliance for Progress.9 The Alliance for Progress pledged 25 
million USD for Latin countries to use towards developing these aims. Colombia was one 
of the foremost choices for a partnership since Lleras was anti-Castro and reform-minded. 
Much of Latin-America was in a semi-feudal state in which 5 percent of the population 
owned 80-90 percent of the land. After signing the law into legislation in 1961, the 
Colombian government was only able to expropriate an infinitesimal percentage of land 
from the elite, most of which was not arable and unsuited for crops. The reforms the 
National Front had hoped for and the Alliance for Progress failed to promote major 
economic growth and greater equality. 

 
Social and economic tensions were revealed in 1962 when only half of the 

eligible voting population participated in the presidential elections. This resulted in 
Conservative leader, Guillermo Leon Valencia, taking power. In his first year in office, 
Valencia was pressured to devaluing Colombia’s currency, the peso. The consequences 
following were up to 40% of wage increases for unionized workers and the most 
exorbitant inflation since 1905. The next three years saw extreme deflationary policies, 
which raised unemployment to over 10% and created more resentment towards the 
national front. In 1964 the voter turnout was less than 40%.10  

 
 

																																																								
7 Kline, Harvey F., and Robert Louis Gilmore. "Colombia." Encyclopædia Britannica. October 30, 2017. Accessed 
November 25, 2017.https://www.britannica.com/place/Colombia/La-Violencia-dictatorship-and-democratic-
restoration. 
8 Costello, Thomas A. The Guarantee of Freedom and Dignity? Colombian Land Reform, the Alliance for Progress, and the 
United States. Master's thesis, University of Connecticut , 2015. University of Connecticut Library, 2015. 2-40. 
9 Rabe, Stephen G. "Alliance for Progress." Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Latin American History. 27 Nov. 2017. 
http://latinamericanhistory.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199366439.001.0001/acrefore-
9780199366439-e-95. 
10 Parsons, James J., and Clemente Garavito. "Colombia." Encyclopædia Britannica. October 30, 2017. Accessed 
December 17, 2017. https://www.britannica.com/place/Colombia/La-Violencia-dictatorship-and-democratic-
restoration#ref672065. 



 
 

 
The 1960s is when the world was officially introduced to recognized first-

generation guerrilla groups, the FARC and ELN. For the past decade since La Violencia in 
the Andean highlands, a Communist post controlled by Manuel Marulanda had been 
gaining support. Marulanda took in disenfranchised citizens who were neglected by the 
government, typically from rural communities with little government presence to begin 
with, and created a society focused on the needs of the rural population in Marquetalia, 
Tolima. On May 27th, 1964, the Colombian military attacked the rebels and this is when 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) was first recognized by the 
government.11 In the fledgling stages of the pro-soviet FARC, they had ties with the 
Colombian Communist Party and engaged in kidnappings to fund their movment and 
social service provisions to rural communities, targeting politicians and elites.  Meanwhile, 
in the province of Santander, brothers, Fabio and Manuel Vasquez Castano established 
the National Liberation Army (ELN). Leading students inspired by the Cuban Revolution 
and Che Guevara as well as catholic radicals and leftist intellectuals.12 This guerrilla 
group was similar to the FARC in that they wanted political reforms, but was led by pro-
Cuban ideals, was based more amongst urban intellectuals, and started out as a 
Colombian version of Cuba’s 26th of July Movement. One of the founders, Fabio was 
even trained by Fidel Castro. The group was also notably influenced by the 1962 
Second Vatican Council, which was formed by the Catholic Church as a response to the 
inequality that had taken over Latin America. The Council’s main propaganda was that 
the supposed source of sin should be addressed, which they pegged as ‘institutionalized 
sin.’13 Training for the ELN began in San Vicente de Chucuri and within a year, on 
January 7th, 1965, the group took over a small Santander village, Simacota.14 A 
Spanish priest, Father Manuel Perez, would later become a co-leader with Nicolas 
Rodriguez Bautista (aka “Gabino), and established the core ideology of the ELN, which 
was about establishing a Christian-communist regime to resolve Colombia’s political 
corruption and socio-economic issues.15 Lastly, included in this wave of first-generation 
guerrillas was the Population Liberation Army (EPL), which was formed from the 
Communist Party of Colombia (PCC) as their armed wing with a Maoist inclination.16  

 
The 1970s and 80s saw the rise of second generation of guerrilla movements. The 

M-19 movement was created from the political party Anapo or National Popular  

																																																								
11 Cassman, Daniel. "Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - People's Army." Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia - People's Army | Mapping Militant Organizations. Accessed November 25, 2017. 
http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups/view/89. 
12 Cassman, Daniel. "National Liberation Army (Colombia)." National Liberation Army (Colombia) | Mapping Militant 
Organizations. Accessed December 17, 2017. http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-
bin/groups/view/87#note3. 
13 Edling, Zach. "ELN (Colombia) | Profile." Colombia News | Colombia Reports. April 11, 2017. Accessed December 
17, 2017. https://colombiareports.com/eln/. 
14 Ibid.  
15 Ibid.  
16 Cassman, Daniel. "Popular Liberation Army." Popular Liberation Army | Mapping Militant Organizations. Accessed 
December 17, 2017. http://web.stanford.edu/group/mappingmilitants/cgi-bin/groups/view/119. 
 
	



 
 
 
Alliance. This party was founded when former president, Gustavo Rojas Pinilla had plans 
to stage a political comeback, but lost the election on April 19th, 1970. Claims were 
made that his loss came from political elites feeling threatened by his anti-establishment 
and populist rhetoric, therefore rigging the election to ensure his defeat. While Anapo 
publically did not support the group, M-19’s name, the 19th of April Movement, comes 
from the date of the aforementioned 1970 election and was partially made up of 
dissenting party members.17  The rest of the M-19 group comprised of previous FARC 
and communist party members who were critical of the long-term use of armed peasant 
resistance as a strategy. The largest difference, however, between M-19 and the 
previous guerrilla groups was their identity as an urban movement rather than a rural 
one. Members that had emerged from the FARC argued the necessity of taking the war 
to the cities. M-19 provided an urban alternative that was more feasible for students to 
be involved with and less concerned with international models than their first generation 
counterparts.18 On January 17th, 1974, M-19 gained notoriety after taking Simon 
Bolivar’s sword from the Quinta de Bolivar and thereafter became an armed protest 
movement with the slogan, “With the people, with the arms, with Maria Eugenia to 
power!”19 By the end of the 70s, M-19 would support socialism and have aligned with 
other major guerilla groups.   

 
 In the same year, 1974, the National Front came to an end due to increasingly 
corrupt government officials. The rising lack of legitimacy in the government gave rise to 
the drug trade and criminals who profited from of the unstable state, such as Pablo 
Escobar. Originally, the drug trade was organized by drug dealers, but as Marxist 
guerrilla groups kidnapping targeted the dealers in return for ransom to fund their 
operations, the cartels formed paramilitary groups to protect themselves.  
 

By the mid-1980s, the drug trade was at its height, as was crime and violence 
throughout the country. Pablo Escobar’s Cartel controlled four-fifths of the world’s cocaine 
with an annual revenue of 30 billion USD.20 Under Escobar’s Medellin Cartel worked the 
Castano brothers: Carlos, Fidel and Vicente — all three hated the left-wing guerrillas 
since September 18th, 1981 when the Castano brothers’ father, Jesus Castano, was 
kidnapped and then killed by FARC. The Castanos would go on to become the fathers of 
Colombia’s paramilitary movement. In 1985 M-19 fighters took over the Palace of 
Justice (the Colombian Supreme Court) in an effort to force the government into resuming  

																																																								
17  "National Popular Alliance (ANAPO)." Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture. . Encyclopedia.com. 
(December 18, 2017). http://.www.encyclopedia.com/humanities/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/national-popular-alliance-anapo.  
18 García-Durán, Mauricio, Otty Patiño, and Vera Grabe. "M-19’s Journey from arms to democratic politics in 
Colombia." Berghof Foundation. Accessed December 18, 2017. http://www.berghof-
foundation.org/fileadmin/redaktion/Publications/Papers/Transitions_Series/transitions_m19.pdf. 
19 Ibid.   
20 The Telegraph. "Revealed: The secrets of Colombia's murderous Castaño brothers." The Telegraph. November 07, 
2008. Accessed January 08, 2018. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/colombia/3391789/Revealed-The-secrets-of-Colombias-
murderous-Castano-brothers.html. 



 
 
 
cancelled peace talks. The Bentancur government, however, resorted to a full-scale 
attack on the Palace, which left the building in ruins and over one hundred people dead; 
including 12 judges. This attack lead to an escalation in violence throughout Colombia 
and the further establishment of right-wing paramilitary groups for government officials 
to protect themselves and fight the leftist guerrillas.21  

 
On February 5th, 1991 the country began talks and drafted proposals to reform 

the Colombian state. Submissions were made from various actors including: government 
officials, universities, police unions, labour unions and guerrilla groups, such as the M-19. 
Then on July 4th, 1991 the Constitution of 1991 came into order, which sought to be 
more inclusive and made allowance for more political participation from other groups. A 
serious flaw, however, in the new reforms were that negotiations with FARC and ELN 
were not pursued and those groups left out of the process. A particularly shattering 
moment to the peace process was on December 9th, 1990 when the government lead a 
military attack on the FARC’s headquarters, Cassaverde — a symbol of hope and 
meeting place for the FARC and political members to deal in peace negotiations. The 
failure of peace talks between FARC and the government was deepened after 
subsequent invitations for further peace negotiations were rejected by FARC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

																																																								
21 Rabasa, Angel, and Peter Chalk. Colombian labyrinth: the synergy of drugs and insurgency and its implications for 
regional stability. Santa Monica, CA: Rand, 2001. 
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/Framing%20the%20State/Chapter17_Framing.pdf. 
	



 
 
 

Issues 
 
 

To successfully eradicate the left wing guerillas and maintain influence over the 
government, a constant aim of the committee should be coordinating with one another on 
who will support the various aspects of operations and acquiring resources, cababilities 
and contacts the paramilitaries lack.  
 
 i) Funding  
 
 Having a steady influx of revenue while preparing and executing any operations 
will be vital to the overall success rate of insurgency. Since the 1980s, Colombia has 
suffered inflation and high unemployment as a result of weak governance and violence. 
In addition, large amounts of US dollars entering the country illegally due to the drug 
trade has had worsening effects on the economy and contributed to demand-related 
inflation.22 Half Colombia’s workforce is unaccounted for despite more citizens migrating 
to urban cores, and labour that is accounted for is primarily distributed amongst the 
following sectors: commerce, construction, manufacturing and services.  
 Various paramilitary groups come from a variety of backgrounds and means of 
creating revenue. Different areas committee paramilitary groups control may also affect 
the type of funds you are able to collect. (i.e. pipelines and farms are located in specific 
regions of Colombia, and revenue from their operation or extortion is dependent on the 
degree of control delegates possess).  
 Currently, Colombia’s paramilitary groups are weaker than their left wing 
opponents, however they have the capability to, with sufficient funding, grow larger, 
better trained, and far better quipped, potentially with advanced American military. 
 

ii) Intelligence  
 
Gathering intelligence will be another primary focus in this committee. Members 

must coordinate their actions and find original methods of intelligence gathering — 
whether this includes espionage, forming contacts or engaging in bribery/extortion. It will 
be paramount to gather information and data about the government and guerrilla 
groups to better anticipate their movements and plans that may undermine your 
objectives. Keeping up with the political climate and viewpoints of individuals in other 
committees may lead to strategic opportunities that delegates should be wary of.  
 
 
 
 

																																																								
22 "Inflation and Unemployment." Colombia - Inflation and Unemployment. Accessed January 08, 2018. 
http://countrystudies.us/colombia/63.htm. 
	



 
 
 

iii) Restructuring 
 

In order to successfully combat FARC and other leftists groups and guarantee a 
government friendly to the right’s interest, or perhaps even be in a place to assume 
control of the government, the paramilitary organizations’ structures must be rethought. 
Currently Colombia contains dozens if not hundreds of small to medium sized 
paramilitary groups with different areas of control, leaders, and objectives. If these 
disparate groups were to unite to some degree, it would no doubt ease coordination, 
resource, intelligence and experience sharing, and ultimately transform the paramilitaries 
from a nuisance to the government and left wing groups to a power to be feared. 

 
iv) Internal Fracturing 

 
In this committee it will become quickly apparent that members have a range of 

motives and objectives for joining a paramilitary group. Because of historical agrarian 
laws, some members will seek to protect their property or gain land; others are vigilantes 
looking to protect their communities and loved ones while others may seek to profit off 
the booming drug trade. To succeed in any operation, the committee must be able to 
maintain a unified front or run the risk of creating divisions and conflict within the group. 
Internal fracturing will cause a massive hindrance to the success of any plan, so discussing 
and keeping a uniform goal on track will be necessary.  

 
v) Other Objectives:  

 
 This section highlights the various objectives that may or may not apply to some 
members of the committee, and tend to be the objectives of individual paramilitary 
organizations for their own future. These are important to be mindful of during the 
conference and may strongly apply to you or your colleagues/ rivals to certain degrees, 
but are not amongst the unifying objectives of the committee as a whole. These goals 
may/should be pursued with individual conscience during the conference. In pursuing 
these goals you may even compete with other members of this committee.  
 

a) Maintaining land  
 

Regional control will help ensure the success of operations taking place. Some 
members may even have lost land to the government or left-wing guerrillas and will seek 
to reclaim this as the committee goes on. Others may even pursue more ambitious goals 
of becoming warlords while some will be motivated by social equality and wish to 
redistribute the land accordingly. Regional control gives various advantages depending 
on location. Urban centers are where some paramilitaries and vigilante groups have 
tried to maintain order in the absence of a strong government and are major economic 
and intelligence centers, but are very important to the government and easy for cartels 
and leftists to operate in. Farmlands are economic locations and provide many  



 
 
 
paramilitary groups with their primary revenue, conservative support, and manpower. It 
will be important to protect and maintain this land while protecting your local 
communities.  

 
b) Left-Wing Guerrilla Eradication 

 
The paramilitaries are all largely anti-leftist and may be motivated by different 

factors, yet delegitimizing and preventing the left-wing groups from gaining power will 
give more power to the paramilitaries and take down a front on the three-way war. 
Delegates should keep in mind that while seeking justice for the crimes the guerrilla 
groups have committed is important, the leftist groups may turn their kidnapping or 
assassination expertise towards the paramilitaries, so delegates must remain wary of 
their own security. Preventative measures and negotiating tactics should be well 
researched and in place if need be. Overall, it is important to put an end to the radical 
ideologies that these groups wish to implement and halt their spread through Colombia. It 
may be of the committee's best interest to seek forming relationships with anti-leftist 
groups.  
 

c) Operations Development  
 

 In many cases of paramilitary groups, there is vast involvement in illicit drug 
trading, extortion and kidnappings. These are typical methods of revenue for most 
groups, but of course engender major opposition within the government and amongst 
affected civilian populations, and may have major negative long term consequences. 
Whatever is decided, always try and anticipate the potential consequences of your 
choice.  
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