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 As the character of conflict changes around the world, so to must the response of the 

international community adapt congruently with these changes. The institutions and frameworks of the 

past, although once effective, are no longer sufficiently serving their purpose. If the United Nations is 

to continue championing meaningful change in the domain of conflict resolution, tangible and 

universally accepted reforms must be introduced with haste to already established institutions. As a 

firm believer in multilateral cooperation, the Netherlands will strongly advocate for reform, in both 

peacekeeping capabilities as well as positions on the Kurdish question.  

The Netherlands will seek to continue pushing forward reform of the current peacekeeping 

formula, advocating for expanding the role of peacekeepers to include the use of offensive force. As a 

starting point, The Netherlands will strongly emphasize that the use of force will be, (1) Approved by 

the security council on a case-by-case basis, (2) That the affected member states be part of the 

assessment committee, (3) the principle to be limited to use against intrastate and paramilitary actors. 

The Netherlands believes that the three principles of peace keeping “should remain the bedrock 

principles”, however, like the Brahimi report, this delegation holds that in situations where parties to a 

peace treaty violate their terms, it would be irresponsible for the UN to hold to these principles, as that 

would lead to a violation of the UN Charter.1 The Charter supersedes the principles of peacekeeping, if 

the latter contradicts the former, then the latter must necessarily be reformed in such a way to 

complement the former. The Netherlands will try to pass a resolution that will acknowledge the 

aforementioned. In addition to this, this delegation will push for (4) clearer and more realistic 

mandates, (5) increasing equipment, training and capabilities by encouraging western nations to 

increase participation via the establishment of a “rotation schedules for deploying essential resources”.2  

The Netherlands is a firm advocate for A/RES/1514 and S/RES/688 and recognizes Kurdish 

autonomy within their respective states as it has done as early as the 1990s with its military 

involvement in Operation Provide Comfort to secure the autonomy of Iraqi Kurdistan, and as recently 

as 2017, with its humanitarian and military contributions in the war against ISIS. Moreover, the 

Netherlands firmly believes that resolving the political and ethnic turmoil amongst varying Kurdish 

populations depends on securing each population economically. Thus, we will push for (1) establishing 

self-governing Kurdish regions in every host state, (2) work with Kurdish governing bodies on 

economic reforms that (2.1) diversify the economy to reduce dependence on oil, (2.2) promote the 

private sector, (2.3) attract FDI. These are all consistent with Dutch efforts in the “Economic Reform 

Roadmap” project undertaken successfully in Iraq.3    
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