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Letter from the Chair 
 

Hello and welcome to NAMUN 2019!  

 

My name is Hannah Bruce and I will be serving as the chair of the Silicon Valley 

committee. I am currently pursuing my undergraduate degree at the University of Toronto 

studying International Relations, Literature and Critical Theory, and American Studies. This is 

my first year with NAMUN, although I have worked with other Model United Nations 

organizations in the past. 

 

I am very excited to see where the next few days take us as we explore the role of 

Silicon Valley and Corporate America in Donald Trump’s second term. This committee provides 

delegates with the unique opportunity to provide the answers the US government has failed to 

give to its people.  I ask you to keep in mind that while some of our political leaders have 

forgotten the tradition of civil discourse, I believe that we can take a stand against accusatory 

rhetoric. I look forward to hearing the solutions you craft in response to the problems of the 

United States under Trump in 2024.  

 

Sincerely,  

Hannah Bruce 
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Letter from the Director of Crisis Committees 
 

Delegates, staff, and guests,  

 

Welcome to the North American Model United Nations 2019 conference.  

 

As Director for Crisis Committees, it is my distinct pleasure to lead the talented, intelligent, and 

creative team which has built this year’s slate of crisis committees. Over the course of many 

months, our staff have been working hard to bring NAMUN’s signature blend of academic rigor 

and innovative challenges to the fore of each of our committees.  

 

With each successive year, the NAMUN crisis branch has pushed realism in crisis further by 

asking what separates a model UN simulation from the reality, then testing that boundary. By 

integrating fresh takes on everything from mechanics to academic approach, our crises strive to 

closely emulate real world. In the small, controlled setting of a crisis committee, our staff 

attempts to manipulate the frequently chaotic and unpredictable nature of real world politics. 

The pieces we have chosen to simulate have real world corollaries, which we painstakingly 

study, test, and workshop. As a result, by the week of the conference, we execute a highly 

polished and interactive set of tools which bring delegates as close to the action as possible. I 

can proudly say our 2019 team has gone above and beyond to rise to that standard, and I look 

forward to delegates being able to experience the worlds we have created.  

 

The America 2024 Integrated Crisis responds to outcry from every corner of America following 

the 2019 presidential election. As a nation founded as a great experiment, the United States is a 

uniquely well suited environment for delegates to challenge existing convention, compose their 

solutions with an eye for fine detail, and bravely advocate for unconventional solutions to old 

problems. The crisis is steeped in equal parts fear of the future, love of country, and anger at 

the status quo. At its heart, the crisis challenges delegates to redefine the soul of America. I 

trust delegates are well equipped to rise to that challenge. 

 

I eagerly await your voices in debate. Research closely, plan carefully, and let the games begin.   

 

Best of luck,  

 

Stevie Stewart 
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Introduction 
 The wealthiest 1% of citizens have long influenced politics and society in the United 

States.  In the time since President Donald Trump’s election in 2016, the United States of 

America has changed dramatically in the political, economic, and social dimensions. For 

example, through lobbying and the support of Super-PACs (political advocacy committees), 

wealthy Conservatives gained favourable concessions on banking deregulations, austerity 

budgets, and tax cuts, which largely benefitted the top 1%. The rich have gotten richer, and 

Americans are faced with increased income inequality and a rapidly shrinking social safety net. 

  In the wake of immense changes in America’s engagement with global markets, the top 

1% of wealthy Americans have been placed in a unique position of power. Silicon Valley and 

Corporate America are in a unique position to support the American people where the 

government has failed. Thus, the Silicon Valley Crisis Committee is confronted with a 

fundamental question about American governance: Do institutions, or do those with wealth 

and resources, have the power to shape political and social policy? 

 

Definitions 
United States Space Force: The sixth branch of the United States Military, for the conduct of 

combat operations in outer space. First announced by the Trump administration in 2018, it was 

officially inaugurated in 2020 as a joint venture of the Department of Defence and NASA. 

 

Super PAC: PAC stands for Political Action Committee, which is an organization formed to raise 

and spend money in support of political candidates. The Supreme Court of the United States 

ruled in Citizens United v. FEC that political contributions are a form of free speech leading even 

more money into the political realm, consequently creating Super PACs.1  

 

Defense Contract: Contracts made by the United States Defense Department for the 

development and productions of weapons and other combat systems. An individual company 

can be awarded yearly contracts for up to tens of billions of dollars. The largest contract in 2015 

was given to Lockheed Martin at $29.4 billion.2 

  

                                                 
1 Michael Levy, "Political Action Committee," Encyclopædia Britannica, January 22, 2018, accessed December 11, 

2018, https://www.britannica.com/topic/political-action-committee. 
2 David Choi, "The Top 9 Biggest Defense Contractors in America," Business Insider, May 25, 2016, accessed 

December 11, 2018, https://www.businessinsider.com/the-top-9-biggest-defense-contractors-in-america-2016-5. 
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National Rifle Association: A political action group which, among other things, lobbies against 

gun control in the name of gun owners and manufacturers.3  

  

Internet of Things: A term referring to an increasing number of devices with the capability to 

connect to the internet, aside from smartphones and computers. This has the potential to 

bolster an individual’s control over his/her life and promote a greater degree of automation in 

domestic life.4 

 

Historical Context 

Immigration  

Donald Trump’s pervasive campaign chant “Build The Wall” is a pithy expression of his 

political platform on immigration reform. Trump has quietly been rewriting immigration policy 

since 2016, opting not to extend work permits and visas for certain groups, rerouting 

immigration court proceedings to give Attorney General Jeff Sessions a veto on cases, and 

ending the policy of releasing pregnant immigration seekers from detention5.  

Endorsed interest groups such as ‘Americans for Legal Immigration’, a Super PAC whose 

mission is to “unify Americans of every race, party, and walk of life against illegal immigration 

and amnesty in an effort to save every single job, taxpayer resource, election, and life we can 

from the negative impacts of this corporate sponsored invasion”  have dedicated resources to 

this issue and have pushed for 2018’s Border Security and Immigration Act.6 

 As for Trump’s Mexico Border wall, according to US Customs and Border Control, 

construction began on March 30, 2018.7 After his election, Trump found himself unable to fulfill 

his campaign promise of forcing Mexico to pay for the wall, and consequently found himself 

and the Republicans scrambling for the 22 billion dollars necessary to complete the project.  

                                                 
3 "US Gun Control: What Is the NRA and Why Is It so Powerful?" BBC News, January 08, 2016, accessed 

December 11, 2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-35261394. 
4 "What Is the Internet of Things (IoT)? Meaning & Definition," Business Insider, May 10, 2018, accessed 

December 11, 2018, https://www.businessinsider.com/internet-of-things-definition. 
5 Tal Kopan, "How Trump Is Quietly Rewriting US Immigration Policy," CNN, April 02, 2018, accessed December 

11, 2018, https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/30/politics/immigration-reform-trump-administration-overhaul/index.html. 
6 "The Voter's Self Defense System," Vote Smart, , accessed December 11, 2018, https://votesmart.org/interest-

group/1950/americans-for-legal-immigration#.W9YPZS_MwzY.  

Erin Kelly, "Latest House Immigration Bill: Here's What You Need to Know about What Will Be Voted on 

Wednesday," USA Today, July 02, 2018, , accessed December 11, 2018, 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/06/26/latest-house-immigration-bill-heres-what-you-need-

know/735631002/. 
7 "Border Wall Construction Underway," U.S. Customs and Border Protection, , accessed December 11, 2018, 

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/spotlights/border-wall-construction-underway. 
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 In 2018, Trump embarked on a mission to end Birthright Citizenship through executive 

order, which was deemed illegal by prominent Democrats and Republicans alike.8 Given these 

developments, it may be feasible for well-funded business interest groups to shape the policy 

on this subject. 

 

Gun Control  

 Donald Trump and the Republican party follow a strict textualist reading of the second 

amendment and have successfully blocked most amendments banning semi automatic 

weapons and background checks. Trump has consistently argued that armed guards are a 

better solution to the gun violence crisis than other proposed gun control reforms. His repeated 

claims that several mass shootings ‘had nothing to do with gun control’ are representative of 

the influence the NRA and other gun lobbyists have over Republican politics, which is 

unsurprising given they have donated over $30 million for the 2016 presidential election alone. 

At a rally in April he reportedly addressed the NRA saying “you have a true friend in the White 

House”.9 In February of 2017, he retracted an Obama-era policy which sought to make it more 

difficult for people with mental illnesses to purchase firearms.10 The inability to generate policy 

on this subject leaves room for other well-funded organizations to craft policy to mitigate this 

issue. 

 

Campaign Finance  

The Supreme Court case Citizens United vs. the Federal Election Commission established 

in 2010 that free speech rights prohibit the government from restricting the rights of 

corporations, labor unions, and other groups from funding independent projects (i.e. films and 

advertisements) regarding federal elections. Though it did not alter the ban on corporations, 

unions, and donations to political parties or candidates from other interest groups, it did allow 

these groups to run advertisements, continent on a disclosure of advertisement sponsors.11 

 Super PACs have capitalized on this privilege since this ruling. Following multiple 

indictments of Trump campaign staffers for violations of campaign finance laws, Trump 

demonstrated a clear lack of understanding concerning the laws violated. His former lawyer, 

                                                 
8 Julie Hirschfeld Davis, "President Wants to Use Executive Order to End Birthright Citizenship," The New York 

Times, October 30, 2018, , accessed December 11, 2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/30/us/politics/trump-

birthright-citizenship.html?action=click&module=Top Stories&pgtype=Homepage. 
9 Gillian Walters, "Here's How Much Did The NRA Donated To Trump," Romper, November 13, 2018, , accessed 

December 11, 2018, https://www.romper.com/p/how-much-did-the-nra-donate-to-trump-hes-been-loyal-to-the-

organization-since-his-candidacy-2748576. 
10 Michael Hiltzik, "'Thoughts and Prayers' and Fistfuls of NRA Money: Why America Can't Control Guns (a Grim 

Update)," Los Angeles Times, February 15, 2018, , accessed December 11, 2018, 

http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-nra-politicians-20180215-story.html. 
11 Scott Casleton, "It's Time for Liberals to Get over Citizens United," Vox.com, May 07, 2018, accessed December 

11, 2018, https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2018/5/7/17325486/citizens-united-money-politics-dark-money-

vouchers-primaries?fbclid=IwAR1awhe9McGn1UD35Rbo1jk2WhZlIv7myvg0yjQAvltP3uYE44CUGe9rngU. 
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Michael Cohen, was indicted under two violations for the payment Trump and Cohen made to 

former Playboy model Karen McDougal. Critics alleged that these payments intended to “the 

[influence] the 2016 election”.12 The increased influence of political and corporate groups may 

empower them to address the gaps in American policy, as indicated previously. 

Security  

Security breaches have become a major problem in the 21st century; the increased 

digitization of political life exacerbates this condition.13  

Facebook’s security breach in 2018 of 50 million users data was the largest in the 

company’s history and came soon after founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg was asked to testify 

before congress on his platform’s role in interfering with the 2016 election and the genocide of 

Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar. Google had a similar security breach in 2018, but without any 

political implications.14 The data breaches in 2018 extended beyond the confines of the 

internet, as storefronts such as Macy’s, Adidas, Whole Foods, and Forever 21, all experienced 

security breaches targeted at retrieving credit card information. Cybersecurity firm, Shape 

Security, estimated at this time that almost 90% of login attempts at online retailers came from 

hackers attempting to use stolen data.15 Cybercrime is currently subject to legal reform, with 

the Obama administration taking the necessary steps to protect US energy infrastructures 

through 2013’s Executive Order 13636, “Improving Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity.16 

 Security is also quickly becoming an issue for the American government. Trump himself 

has been using an unsecured iPhone since his election in 2016, which he uses to tweet and call 

associates. In 2018, it was revealed this insecurity was exploited by Chinese and Russian 

governments, who were able to listen to his calls and allegedly used them to shape policy 

proposals tailored to Trump’s interests.17  

                                                 
12 Allan Smith, "Trump Appears to Have a Misunderstanding of Campaign-finance Law, and May Have 

Inadvertently Admitted to Breaking the Law as a Result," Business Insider, August 23, 2018, , accessed December 

11, 2018, https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-misunderstands-campaign-finance-law-fox-interview-2018-8. 
13 Taylor Armerding, "The 17 Biggest Data Breaches of the 21st Century," CSO Online, January 26, 2018, accessed 

December 11, 2018, https://www.csoonline.com/article/2130877/data-breach/the-biggest-data-breaches-of-the-21st-

century.html. 
14 Mike Isaac and Sheera Frenkel, "Facebook Security Breach Exposes Accounts of 50 Million Users," The New 

York Times, September 28, 2018, accessed December 11, 2018, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/28/technology/facebook-hack-data-breach.html. 
Lily Hay Newman, "A New Google Blunder Exposed Data From 52.5 Million Users," Wired, December 10, 2018, 

accessed December 11, 2018, https://www.wired.com/story/google-plus-bug-52-million-users-data-exposed/. 
15 Dennis Green, "If You Shopped at These 16 Stores in the Last Year, Your Data Might Have Been Stolen," 

Business Insider, August 22, 2018,  accessed December 11, 2018, https://www.businessinsider.com/data-breaches-

2018-4. 
16 "Cybersecurity in the 21st Century," SIS International Market Research, accessed December 11, 2018, 

https://www.sisinternational.com/publications/cybersecurity-21st-century/. 
17 Matthew Rosenberg and Maggie Haberman, "When Trump Phones Friends, the Chinese and the Russians Listen 

and Learn," The New York Times, October 24, 2018, , accessed December 11, 2018, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/24/us/politics/trump-phone-security.html. 
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Issues 

The Influence of Social Media 

In the “America 2024” timeline, Facebook has been allowed to expand into mainland 

China with special permission from Beijing. In a model similar to the one used in Myanmar in 

2014, Facebook comes preinstalled on smartphones and is free as long as users aren’t 

uploading images or watching video content. The Chinese Government and Facebook worked 

together to integrate the platform with China’s new Social Credit System, which ranks citizens 

based on behaviors from minor traffic violations to what they purchase with their credit cards. 

Integration with Facebook allows the government to police the content on the platform and 

punish anyone who may seek to use the platform to spread anti-party messages.  

 Although Facebook has historically been asked to testify before Congress about its data 

breaches as well as its reckless and aggressive expansion into other countries, the Trump 

Administration has made no moves to stop Facebook, as the expansion of Facebook into China 

was seen as China’s diplomatic concession amidst the trade war. Ahead of the 2024 elections 

Facebook announced that it did not feel confident that it could keep its servers clear of Russian 

pages. 

 

Data Security 

In the years of the America 2024 timeline, since the invention of Amazon Echo, Amazon 

has branched out with the goal of creating an integrated, user-customized “Internet of Things”. 

Amazon now offers home heating systems, security systems, meal delivery services, and 

‘cashier-less’ grocery stores across the country. Jeff Bezos, still the wealthiest man on earth, has 

improved the conditions for some of his workers by raising the minimum wage to $15/hr, but 

repealed the option for stock benefits. Amazon has also expanded its online store to include 

guns and ammunition, an extremely controversial decision which was endorsed by President 

Trump.  

In 2017 it was established that recordings taken by the Amazon Echo’s Alexa are 

admissible in court, and courts have begun to apply this precedent across Amazon’s entire 

Internet of Things. Beginning in 2020, Amazon began to suffer from security breaches in their 

order histories concerning Amazon prime data, security systems, and Amazon Echo recordings. 

It was also revealed that the Amazon Echo may hear commands which the human ear is 

incapable of hearing, such as messages imbedded in songs played via radio or through 

television. Amazon was urged by the Trump administration to fix this breach after recordings 

from the Echo located in Jared Kushner’s home detailing sensitive policy issues discussed with 

his wife Ivanka, was leaked to the press.  
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Money and  Politics 

In the America 2024 timeline, the Trump administration has partnered with the Koch 

Brothers and their Super PAC ‘Americans for Prosperity’. Trump has used their money to run 

ads which flaunt President Trump’s “wins” and bolster support for his policies. Although legally 

Trump is not permitted to discuss the content of these ads, it is well known that the 

administration supports these ads and believes they help increase public approval of President 

Trump. 

 

The Military Industrial Complex 

 In 2021 of the America 2024 timeline, the federal government approved the merger of 

aerospace and defense company Northrop Grumman with global security and aerospace 

corporation Lockheed Martin. These two companies have received many defense contracts 

from the US government in the past, and in 2022 it was announced that the group, now the 

American Defense Corporation, received a $75 billion no-bid contract from the defense 

department to begin work on prototypes for the United States Space Force.  

 

The End of Capitalism 

 The American people are growing increasingly frustrated with an economic system 

which has provided them little benefit over the last generation. Conversely, it has supplied 

great wealth to a select few in American society, like the members of this committee. Beyond 

the technological questions and issues concerning the relationship of business and the 

government, this committee faces the existential problem that the Capitalist model upon which 

every business on this committee relies may soon be dramatically reworked if not destroyed. 

 

Tasks of the Committee 

 America is more economically unstable than it has been since the 2008 financial crisis. 

Its ability to influence the major global economic institutions has greatly diminished. As actors 

who constitute a large portion of America’s GDP, this reduced importance in global economic 

matters affects both this committee and the average citizen. The US government continues to 

subsidise dated energy companies who manufacture coal and oil at a rate unsustainable for 

both the industries and the government. Manufacturing revenue is at an all time low. On top of 

all of this, the income gap between the richest and poorest Americans has only increased with 

decreased banking regulation and half-hearted to regulate a federal minimum wage.  

 Businesses in the technology industry are increasingly intertwined with the government, 

and thus have a greater responsibility to bolster their security in light of increasing data leakage 

and Russian interference. This threat is one that also jeopardizes the defense industry, as it 

handles sensitive military information, now vulnerable in the digital era.  
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 Finally, America has reached a critical impasse regarding civil liberties. Gun violence has 

reached a deadly high and mass-shootings have not induced changes in the regulation of 

firearms. With government rollbacks of the Affordable Care Acts and attempts to make 

Medicaid more widely available, it is becoming less and less feasible for poor Americans to get 

healthcare coverage, particularly if they have pre-existing conditions. Higher education is 

increasingly treated like a necessity but priced like a luxury, a young people are becoming fed 

up.  

As members of this committee, you are all uniquely privileged to make a difference in 

the state of affairs of America in 2024.  America, now more divided than ever, faces growing 

civil unrest in the face of government non-action. Your wealth and increased influence in the 

current political climate empowers you to influence social and political policy which may impact 

the next generation of Americans. Alternatively, you may decide to let America crumble under 

growing political and social tensions. The choice is up to you. 

 

Sources 

"The U.S. Health Care System: An International Perspective." DPEAFLCIO. Accessed December 

09, 2018. https://dpeaflcio.org/programs-publications/issue-fact-sheets/the-u-s-health-care-
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"America's Gun Culture in 10 Charts." BBC News. October 27, 2018. Accessed December 09, 

2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081. 
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we-care-so-much-about-privacy. 
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