
 
 

ARMS TRADE TREATY COMMITTEE MECHANICS GUIDE 
 
The Arms Trade Treaty Committee is a unique type of Model United Nations simulation 

using novel procedures to simulate the process under which countries negotiate treaties. It is also 
an opportunity for delegates to make a second attempt at negotiating an agreement that some 
have described as unsuccessful in gaining support in the real world.  

 
The process for doing so differs from standard General Assemblies procedure in the 

following respects: 
 

• A Draft Treaty 
o When the UN negotiates a treaty, small committees spend several years creating 

a draft that highlights the main issues they plan on discussing, which they then 
present to the General Assembly for debate. The committee will begin with this 
Draft Treaty already in place. 

• Signing 
o Treaties are not passed by a majority vote but rather by the signature of all the 

members. As such, the committee will conclude with a signing ceremony where all 
those in favour of the treaty will sign it. If this number exceeds quorum, the treaty 
goes into effect and is considered to have passed. 

• 2012 Setting 
o The committee is historical and takes place in July of 2012, when the UN first 

considered the Arms Trade Treaty. Information from after this time should not be 
brought into the committee in the interest of historical authenticity. 

 

The Draft Treaty 
 

 The committee begins with a Draft Treaty already in place. The full text of this document 
is available on NAMUN’s website. It is divided into five sections, which are the topics for the 
committee. These topics are: 

1. Introduction 
2. Scope 
3. Criteria 
4. Implementation 
5. Conclusion 



 

 

Just as in standard General Assembly procedure, delegates vote in the Primary Speakers 
List on which topic they would like to debate, choosing one of the five from this list. They do not 
need to specify the order in which the other topics should be discussed, and a motion to open 
discussion requires a simple majority to pass. Once that topic is exhausted, the committee moves 
back to the Primary Speakers List and chooses another topic. A motion to open discussion on a 
topic should take the following form: 

• “Motion to set the agenda to Topic Three, Criteria.” 

 The Draft Treaty, in whatever condition it stands at the end of the final committee session, 
will be the document that delegates sign during the ceremony. Delegates can, however, change 
any and every part of the Draft Treaty through Resolutions that they pass in committee session. 

 Resolutions in the Arms Trade Treaty Committee are changes to the Draft Treaty. Once a 
Resolution is passed, the Chair will edit the Draft Treaty to reflect those changes and they will be 
considered part of the Draft Treaty. In these Resolutions, 

• Preambulatory Clauses explain the rationale for the change but do not affect the Draft 
Treaty. 

• Operative Clauses can only take one of the following forms: 
 

o Changes to the Draft Treaty that amend the text of one or more Articles. If a 
delegate would like to change the wording of an Article, one of the Operative 
Clauses of their Resolution should follow the template below. 

§ Changes Article II.1 to read: “This is an example of how to change an 
Article.” 

o Adds an Article somewhere in the Draft Treaty. If a delegate would like to add an 
Article, one of the Operative Clauses of their Resolution should specify the addition 
and position according to the template below. If it passes, the numbering of the 
other Articles will be changed to reflect it. 

§ Adds an Article between Article II.1 and Article II.2 that reads “This is an 
example of how to add an Article.” 

o Deletes an Article somewhere in the Draft Treaty. If a delegate would like to 
delete an Article, one of the Operative Clauses of their Resolution should specify 
which one according to the template below. If it passes, the numbering of the other 
Articles will be changed to reflect it. 

§ Deletes Article II.1.  

 

 



 

 

Signing 
 

 At the end of the committee, delegates will have the opportunity to sign or refuse to sign 
the Draft Treaty, and it goes into effect if the number signing it exceeds quorum.  

 To determine how much support the Draft Treaty as a whole has at any given time, 
delegates can motion for a Treaty Straw Poll, which will be entertained at the Moderator’s 
discretion. A Treaty Straw Poll is a nonbinding vote where delegates indicate by placard if they 
are willing to sign the Draft Treaty as it stands at that moment. At the Chair’s discretion, a list of 
delegates voting against the straw poll can be noted on the board or on the projector. 

 The Moderator will look favourably upon a Motion to Sign near the end of the final 
committee session. Passing this motion requires a simple majority and will initiate the signing 
ceremony where delegates form an orderly line at the Dais and either sign the Draft Treaty or 
inform the Chair that they will not do so. Once the ceremony is complete, the committee will have 
the option to consider superlatives and then will recess. 


