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2019 

January 

Facing resistance from the new Democratic House and Senate elected in 2018, President Trump 

agrees to end the government shutdown that began on December 22, 2018 by passing a 

spending bill which appropriates funds for the building of the wall on the Mexican border, but 

also enshrines DACA in law, and secures funding for the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid 

expansion until 2026. 

 

February 

On February 14, 2019- the one year anniversary of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 

shooting, the Democratic congress convenes a special committee on Gun Control. MSD 

students give emotional testimony before the committee, causing a dramatic rise in support for 

gun control measures. Democrats propose the Firearms Regulation Act, which: 

○ 21 age on buy firearms  

○ More restricted firearms  

○ Ban on automatic bumpstocks  

○ Bans on gun customization  

○ Before the bill gets enforced, while the bill is still on the table the people start 

stockpiling weapons  

○ Tax exemptions for those who are returning their registered weapons  

○ Ban on concealed-carry? Stricter permits on conceal-carry; make it harder for 

people to carry concealed-carry permits  

 

May 

Having moved on from Gun Reform, the Democrats turn their attention to Health care Reform. 

Senator Bernie Sanders and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez introduce a bill which 

would allow any U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident, regardless of age or income to register for 

fully funded government health insurance as part of the Medicaid system. 

 

June 

The Democratic push for Universal Health care is interrupted by the release of Special Counsel 

Robert Mueller’s report which directly implicates the President and several of his associates on 

charges of Conspiracy Against the United States and lying under oath to Federal Investigators. 

 

Summer and Fall 2019 

American politics is entirely subsumed by the impeachment proceedings. The President is 

impeached by the House Judiciary Committee, and then the full House of Representatives. The 



President attempts to block the trial from proceeding in the Senate but is defeated at the 

Supreme Court, in a case marked by a bizarre dissent from Justice Kavanaugh. 

 

The President’s impeachment trial proceeds in the Senate, which ultimately fails to achieve the 

necessary two thirds majority required for conviction. 

The strange dissent of Justice Kavanaugh, however, renews bipartisan opposition to his place 

on the Supreme Court. This, concurrent with the diagnosis of Justice Breyer, age 81, with brain 

cancer, leads to a deal between the President and congressional Democrats in the form of the 

Federal Judiciary Reform Act, 2019. This shrinks the size of the Supreme Court to 7, with both 

Justices Kavanaugh and Breyer retiring and leaving their seat unfilled.  

 

2020 

January 

Sick of apathy and inaction at the Federal level, Democratic governors (and a few of their 

moderate Republican colleagues) collectively introduce a multi trillion dollar National Green 

Investment Bank. This bank uses a mix of public and private capital to fund the construction and 

upgrading of  infrastructure in the states that have joined, with an emphasis on reducing carbon 

emissions and climate impart in general. 

 

At the Federal level, congressional Democrats once again try to launch their universal health 

care plan, but it is again bogged down after months of debate. 

 

April 

A second report is released by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, detailing the extreme 

vulnerability of America’s election infrastructure to foreign interference. Collectively with major 

tech companies, the President introduces a sweeping overhaul of voting rights, bringing in a 

strictly enforced system of biometric voter identification systems. These reforms pass despite 

major opposition from minority groups, civil libertarians, and privacy activists like Edward 

Snowden. 

 

Summer 

The combined effects of the Gun Control Bill in 2019 and the National Green Investment Bank 

earlier in the year have made 2020 one of the worst years for the Firearms manufacturers and 

the Fossil Fuel Industry. Both of these industries created organizations to lobby the government 

and the public into to supporting reforms or financial bailouts for them. 

 

Fall 



Hurricane Arthur cuts across the Caribbean, including Puerto Rico, before slamming Florida, 

making landfall in Miami. The entirety of Miami is destroyed, resulting in 15 000 deaths and 

leading to the evacuation of 3 million residents to Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia 

 

Election 

Trailing Democratic nominee Elizabeth Warren, President Trump drops Mike Pence from his 

ticket and recruits moderate Massachusetts governor Charlie Baker as a new Vice President, 

promising to be a more moderate President in his second term. Consequently, President Trump 

narrowly secures re-election despite losing the popular vote for a second time. Additionally, 

Republicans take back control of the Senate, while Democrats keep the House. 

 
 

Results 

Candidate Party Electoral College 
Votes 

Popular Vote Share 

Donald J. Trump Republican 280 45.4% 

Elizabeth Warren Democratic 258 50.9% 



Gary Johnson Libertarian 0 1.8% 

Tulsi Gabbard Green 0 1.3% 

 

Democrats once again lost the presidency despite winning the popular vote by 5.5 percent, 

again demonstrating the concentration of their support in urban centres. Relative to the 2016 

presidential election, Democrats were able to win back Wisconsin and North Carolina, but once 

again lost tight races in Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. They also came to within 2-3 points 

of winning the traditionally Republican states of Arizona, Texas, and Georgia. The destruction of 

Miami in Hurricane Arthur has made Florida a much more Republican friendly state, and the 

Republicans won the popular vote there by around 10 points. 

 

2021 
January- March 

The U.S. government suffers a 60 day shutdown due to an inability to pass a spending bill 

acceptable to both houses of a now divided congress. The deal that is eventually agreed to 

engages in across the board cuts to spending and increases in taxes to reduce the substantial 

budget deficit. Most of the burden falls on the middle and especially lower classes who see 

their health care benefits slashed and their taxes increased. The wealthiest Americans and 

corporations are largely exempt from taxes. Funding for border security and the wall are also 

cut, leading President Trump to renew his calls that Mexico should pay for the wall. 

 

April 

Despite another deadly mass shooting, this time at a high school in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the 

recently formed American Gun Union begins a public campaign to bolster support for Gun 

Manufacturers as vital traditional American industries. Behind the scenes, the AGU begins a 

lobby campaign in congress for a massive bailout of the struggling industry. 

 

May 

The federal government approves the merger of aerospace and defense company Northrop 

Grumman with global security and aerospace corporation Lockheed Martin, creating a massive 

defence conglomerate. This new mega-defence contractor is immediately awarded a contract 

to begin work on the United States Space Force. 

 

Summer 

Massive wildfires devastate much of the Pacific Northwest. Along with causing billions of dollars 

in property damage and killing dozens of people, the dramatic scale of the wildfires provides 

further evidence of the increasingly dramatic effects of anthropogenic climate change. 



 

Fall 

Having failed to convince Mexico to pay for the wall, President Trump unilaterally withdraws 

the United States from USMCA. As a result, several major manufacturers announce they will be 

closing their US factories and a number of natural resource extraction projects are put on hold. 

By December, the United States has entered a recession. 

 

Winter 

Deadly mass shooting by a white supremacist at Howard University in Washington, D.C. 62 

students and 4 faculty are killed. Bucking a long established trend, firearms sales plummet due 

to the people’s disgust for guns in the aftermath of the massacre. 

 

2022 
January - March 

Congress passes a spending bill which includes a huge bailout and continuing subsidies for the 

firearms industry. This leads to huge protests from left-wing activists of a perfect example of 

the crony capitalism and right-wing ideology that they stand against. 

 

April 

The centralized voter database enacted as a part of the reforms to the voting system completed 

in 2020 is breached by hackers, resulting in the capture of the personal information of tens of 

millions of Americans. By the end of the month, a joint task force of Apple, Google, and 

Microsoft’s most talented programmers has engineered a nationwide verification system to 

mitigate the effects of the breach and provide strong security to prevent future breaches. 

 

Summer 

A new strain of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome emerges in rural Venezuela. Over the 

remainder of the year it begins to spread across Latin America, reaching southern Mexico by 

the end of the year. Purdue Pharmaceuticals develops, patents, and hoards an effective 

vaccine. 

 

In August, the New York Times breaks the story of massive bailout to gun manufacturers as part 

of the emergency spending package in January. Most major cities see massive, left-wing 

protests, but Charlottesville, Virginia sees the return of the “Unite the Right” rally, this time 

with a stronger emphasis on promoting gun rights, but still including violent racism, populist 

politics, and xenophobia. 

 

Fall 



The Republicans capture control of both houses of congress in the midterm elections. 

 

2023 
January- April 

A new era of unified Republican government begins with a spending bill that severely curtails 

government support for healthcare, food stamps, unemployment benefits, education,   aid, 

infrastructure, and veterans 

 

Levels of spending on the military and fossil fuel subsidies are maintained. 

 

The Firearms Regulation Act, 2019, is also repealed. 

 

Summer 

An anti-bacterial resistant tuberculosis (ABRTB) outbreak causes in the US and Central America. 

In the US the ABRTB epidemic though contained, is surprisingly deadly, due to cuts to the 

health care system. Funding cuts to scientific research have rendered medical professionals 

unable to find a solution to the antimicrobial resistance crisis. People affected by ABRTB left 

with poor treatment and virtually without cure. 

 

In the same month, the President re-establishes ICE as a branch of the US military and deploys 

it as a force of 300 000 troops to the border. He also orders them to quickly finish the wall. 

 

October 5, 2023 

An anarchist group executes a sophisticated plan to assassinate the President. President Trump 

survives, sustaining only minor injuries. 

 

November 1, 2023 

Thirteen members of a campus anarchist group at the University of Mississippi are kidnapped 

and killed by members of an armed far-right wing organization. The organization claims it acted 

to avenge the attempted assassination of the President and called the Democratic Party 

“domestic terrorists”. 

 

2024 

January 

Members of a christian organization in Somerset, Kentucky take over the town and fortify it 

with military grade weaponry. Paralyzed and in disarray, the government dithers as to what to 

do about it.  



 

A combination of the severe cuts to vital Federal programs at the start of 2023 and investor 

fears about political violence and instability cause the United States to fall into a recession. This 

in turn causes projected Federal Tax revenues fall far short of their expectations, leaving the 

United States an unsustainably large deficit. This means that the United States has become so 

indebted, with $25 trillion in debt, that it is no longer able to refinance its existing debt at a 

competitive market rate. Offended at this drop in status, the US Congress fails to pass a 

spending bill refinancing debt, resulting in the United States government defaulting on its 

sovereign debt. This only serves to worsen the recession. 

 

February 

Unable to come to a deal among themselves, members of congress pass the Federal Budgetary 

Process Reform Act, which transfers federal spending power to the Cabinet.. Millions of federal 

workers are, however, “indefinitely furloughed”, i.e. unemployed, or are continuing to work 

without paid. 

 

March 

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas dies peacefully in his sleep at the age of 76, leaving 

SCOTUS deadlocked at 3 conservative and 3 liberal justices.  

 

April 

Apple and Google announce that the voting system is not secure for the 2024 presidential 

election. 

 

May 

Federal Agents surround the town of Somerset, Kentucky, resulting in a stand-off between the 

AGU-supported Somerset and the government.  

 

June  

President Donald Trump suffers a massive stroke while alone in the oval office. His staffers find 

him a little too late, and while he is rushed to the hospital and resuscitated, he ends up in a 

coma. His doctors cannot say when he will wake up, if at all. The Cabinet invokes the 25th 

amendment to the United States Constitution, and Vice President Charlie Baker becomes Acting 

President. 

 

July 4th 2024 

Key Election Issues in order of urgency 

- Somerset Standoff 



- Election Security 

- Open Supreme Court Seat 

- Stagnant (but also transforming) Economy 

- Left and Right Wing radicalization 

- TB Epidemic  

- Health care 

- General welfare programs 

- U.S. National Debt 

- Migrant crisis and immigration reform 

- Gun Control 

- Trade 

- Digital Privacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 


