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Introduction of America 2024’s United States Senate 

 The US Senate will act as the America 2024 Integrated Crisis’ General Assembly committee. It 
will act as one of the US houses of Congress and will simulate voting in the House of Representatives 
via proxy votes. Each delegate represents the party of one senator from each of the 50 states. The 
committee will follow modified GA procedure with additional crisis elements. The goal of this 
committee is to pass legislation that will enact meaningful change in the remaining Integrated Crisis 
committees and force them to contend with the harsh realities of America’s future.  
 
 Senators must also review the “Crisis Sensitivity Guidelines” that apply to all America 2024 
Crisis Delegates, including members of the Crisis General Assembly. Senators may find this on the first 
page of the America 2024 Crisis Mechanics Guide. Senators are reminded that if they are found to be in 
violation of the “Crisis Sensitivity Guidelines”, appropriate recourse will follow. 

Summary of US Senate Mechanics 

 The US Senate Integrated Crisis Committee of America 2024 has a number of additional 
mechanics which senators are encouraged to use to interact with the other integrative crisis committees 
and to enhance their legislative writing abilities. However, despite these additional elements, the Senate 
is encouraged to engage in substantive policy debate to remain faithful to the benefit of pluralistic 
discourse. 
 The Senate begins in a General Speakers List for the beginning of committee session 1 for a 
period of approximately 30 minutes to give senators the opportunity to make opening remarks. After 
30 minutes, the Senate will enter “Election Period”. At this time, the Republican and Democrat parties 
will run independent elections to elect a Majority/Minority leader, and Chairmen/Ranking member for 
each Senate Special Committee. Majority/Minority leaders are responsible for organizing their parties 
to promote legislation creation and acting as consensus builders, whereas Chairmen/Ranking Members 
facilitate the round robins at the beginnings and ends of Breakout Sessions.  
 Following these elections, the senate returns to a General Speakers List (GSL) and will not set 
an agenda with specific topics. However, senators are advised to address the four central topics 
indicated in the background guide: Gun control, Healthcare reform, Immigration, and Personal Privacy 
in the Digital Age. Additionally, senators may propose other topics as relevant. In the GSL, delegates 
may motion for a moderated caucus, or any of the standard GA motions, in addition to the special 
motion of a Breakout Session. A Breakout session is a disruptive caucus that is structured as follows: 
round robin, unmoderated caucus, round robin. During the round robin, senators must meet with their 
Senate Committees, but are free to move around during unmoderated caucuses. There will be four 
standing committees and one select committee, and they are as follows: Foreign Relations, Finance, 
Science and Climate Change (Select), Judiciary and Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP). 
Senators may only craft legislation directly related to their Senate Committee. However, if a bill relates 
to one of the Senate’s special powers (Declare a State of Emergency, Referrals to the Cabinet, 
Impeachment Trials of Federal Officers, or Voting on Supreme Court Nominees), any senator may act 
as a signatory or sponsor. A bill may only be passed by a simple majority of standard votes and proxy 
votes (additional votes given to senators to simulate House of Representative voting). Any 
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Additionally, bill that passes in the Congress will be considered automatically approved by the 
President unless he wishes to exercise his veto. However, if the bill passes with greater than ⅔ majority, 
it will automatically be considered to override any potential presidential veto, following normal 
constitutional procedure.  

Important Terms 

Term Definition 

Bill The resolutions of GAs will be renamed “Bills”, to 
follow  

Senators Senators are the “delegates” of this committee. 
Senators are encouraged to refer to each as “senators” 
rather than delegates. 

General Speakers List Unlike other GA committees, this committee will only 
have one speakers list known as the General Speakers 
List (GSL). The Senate is automatically in a GSL 
unless there are other points or motions on the floor. 
Delegates may add themselves to the GSL by 
submitting a note to the dais.  

Majority Leader This position will be elected in the Election Period of 
Committee Session 1. The senator who holds this 
position is the floor party leader for the Republican 
party and is responsible for organizing his/her party to 
promote legislation writing. This senator may also act 
as a consensus-builder by working with the Minority 
leader to promote bipartisan bills. 

Minority Leader This position will be elected in the Election Period of 
Committee Session 1. The senator who holds this 
position is the floor party leader for the Democrat 
party and is responsible for organizing his/her party to 
promote legislation writing. This senator may also act 
as a consensus-builder by working with the Majority 
leader to promote bipartisan bills. 

Chairman This position will be elected in Election Period of 
Committee Session 1. The senator who holds this 
position facilitates the opening round robin of a 
breakout session.  

Ranking Member This position will be elected in Election Period of 
Committee Session 1. The senator who holds this 
position facilitates the closing round robin of a 
breakout session.  

Senate Committees The Senate has formed four standing committees 
(Foreign Relations, Judiciary, Finance, HELP) and 
one select committee (Science and Climate Change). 
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Each senator will be assigned to one Senate 
Committee and can only write bills related to their 
specific Senate Committee.  

Breakout Session This disruptive caucus has three parts: opening round 
robin, (normal) unmoderated caucus, and closing 
round robin. In the round robin, each delegate will be 
given 30 seconds to speak. Delegates may set the time 
of the breakout session by changing the time of the 
unmoderated caucus (up to 15 minutes).  

Round Robin In a round robin, each delegate gets 30 seconds to 
speak. If a delegate does not wish to speak, she/he 
may cede time to the chairman, ranking member, 
majority or minority leader, as long as they are in the 
senate special committee. A round robin begins and 
concludes a breakout session and is moderated by a 
chairman or ranking member. 

Standard Vote This vote is used in all committees and is used in all 
procedural matters, bill passing, and special powers. 

Proxy Vote This vote is only used to pass bills. Each senator gets a 
proportionate number of proxy votes based on their 
popularity, which may give them more power to 
influence bill passing. 

Senate Special Powers The Senate has four special powers that may be 
enacted by passing a bill. These powers are as follows: 
Declaring a State of Emergency, Impeachment Trials 
of Federal Officers, Referrals to the Cabinet, Voting 
on Supreme Court nominees. 

 

Senate Committees 

● To accurately simulate the US Senate, we will be introducing four standing Senate Committees 
and one Select Senate Committees to encourage more focused legislation writing. They are as 
follows: 

○ Finance 
○ Foreign Relations 
○ Judiciary 
○ Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) 
○ Science and Climate Change (Select Committee) 

● Each senate committee will have 10 senators. Senators cannot sit in more than one standing or 
select committee. If senators wish to switch Senate committees, they may follow the procedure 
of bilateral switches seen below. A brief description of Senate Committees may be found 
below, but senators are encouraged to conduct their own research on the specific jurisdiction 
and and bills proposed by these Senate committees. Notably, we will not be simulating senate 
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subcommittees, only the full senate standing and select committees. However, senators may 
choose to focus on the topics of these standing/select committee’s subcommittees.   

● Each senator will receive an email before the conference asking them to submit their top 2 
choices for Senate Committee placement. The General Assembly and Crisis Directors will then 
assign senators according to their preferences before the conference begins. If a senator does 
notify the GA and Crisis Directors of their preference, they will be assigned a random Senate 
Committee. 

● These Senate Committees are intended to structure legislation writing. During Breakout 
Sessions (see details below), senators must work with their Senate Committee to craft 
legislation on a particular topic. Thus, a senator may only write legislation directly related to 
their assigned standing/select committee. Although a senator may not craft legislation 
unrelated to their Senate Committee, they may share their opinions with senators on other 
Senate Committees during unmoderated caucuses. Additionally, senators may discuss all topics 
as a full senate during the GSL or moderated caucuses.  

Bilateral Switches: 

● If a senator wishes to sit in another standing or select committee, he/she must find another 
senator with whom to switch. Once a senator has found another senator wishing to engage in 
this bilateral switch, they must send a note to the dais. Once the dais approves, the senators 
may switch into their new Senate committees.  

Finance:  

● Although this standing committee generally addresses matters of taxation and revenue, 
senators of this standing committee are encouraged to specifically address funding for health 
programs under the Social Security Act (including Medicare and Medicaid) and programs that 
support economic growth and development in light of America’s unsustainable deficit. 
Additionally, senators are encouraged to focus on the topic of this standing committee’s 
subcommittees, including “Health Care,” and “Energy, Natural Resources, and Infrastructure 
as these are relevant to the other standing/select committees and are congruent with the 
background guide topics and the twelve policy platforms of the presidential candidates.  

Foreign Relations: 

● Although this standing committee has traditionally been focused on crafting foreign policy 
legislation, and is noted for passing international treaties and relevant legislation,  senators 
may find it relevant to focus on the topic of immigration through the lens of foreign policy, and 
other topics of the Foreign Relations subcommittees including: civilian security, human rights, 
International Energy and Environment Policy, and International Cybersecurity policy. 
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Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP): 

● The Senate Standing Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions often addresses 
legislation directly related to these issues. However, historically, the scope of this committee 
has often been extended to address relevant emerging issues including public welfare, 
biomedical research and development, convict labor, public health, and the federal minimum 
wage among other issues. Senators are encouraged to focus on these specific issues in addition 
to any issues related to foreign labor and immigration. 

Judiciary:  

● The Senate Judiciary committee oversees the Department of Justice (DOJ) and considers 
executive nominations and reviews pending legislation. However, senators in the Judiciary 
Committee should focus on the standing committee’s legislation areas, including federal 
criminal law, firearms regulations, human rights law, immigration, intellectual property, 
antitrust law, and internet privacy.  

Select Committee on Science and Climate Change: 

● This select committee has been convened to address specific issues from two current standing 
committees: the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. These more specific issues are as follows: technology and 
associated privacy concerns, climate change programs and energy and nuclear waste policies.  

Election Mechanics 
● Before entering “Election Period”, the Senate will inaugurate its session by inviting senators to 

share comments in a General Speakers List (GSL), similar to the opening session of standard 
GA committees. Note that unlike other GA Committees, this committee will only have one 
speakers list, the GSL. The Senate will remain in the GSL for around thirty minutes, subject to 
the discretion of the dais.  

● Following the period in the GSL, the committee will move to elect a number of important 
representatives for the US Senate including the Majority (Republican) and Minority leader 
(Democrat), and the Chairman (Republican) and Ranking Member (Democrat) for each Senate 
Committee (see below for more details), for a total of ten elected positions. These elections will 
conclude by the end of Committee Session 1. Committee Session 2 will return to standard 
Senate procedure. 

Role of the Party Floor Leader:  
● The role of floor party leaders, although not included in the Constitution, are tacitly 

recognized and respected by all members of the Senate. The Senate Republican and Democratic 
Floor Leaders are elected by the members of their party at the beginning of each Congress. The 
floor leader associated with the party with a majority in the Senate is known as the Majority 
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leader, while the other party is known as the Minority leader. Traditionally, Majority and 
Minority serve as the spokesperson for their respective party’s positions on relevant issues, 
have the right to be recognized first if several senators are seeking recognition, and work 
together to agree on time limitations for debate, and act as consensus-builders to push 
legislation creation, among a few other minor responsibilities.  

● For the purpose of our simulation of the Senate, the Majority and Minority Leaders will have 
no additional procedural privileges. However, these leaders will have the informal 
responsibility of organizing their respective parties to create legislation but not formal power 
over any other senator. Additionally, senators in the “round robin” portion of the breakout 
session may cede their time to the Majority/Minority leader if they are present in the Senate 
Committee. However, the Majority and Minority leader will not inherently receive special 
attention for awards.  

Election of Party Floor Leaders: 

● At the beginning of election period, the room will split into Democrat and Republican Parties. 
A chair or moderator will be responsible for leading the elections of each party.  Note, each 
party will run its individual elections. Thus, senators must stay with their affiliated party for 
the duration of election period. The senators representing States with Independent Parties will 
join the party most closely affiliated with their position.* Thus, the senator from Montana will 
join the Republican caucus and the senator from New Hampshire will join the Democrat 
caucus. Whenever these senators pass popular legislating, their proxy votes and public 
perception will increase. Additionally, although these Independent members will not be able to 
run for an elected party floor position, they may observe and engage with other senators during 
unmoderated caucuses. 

● The chairs will begin this election by calling for senators wishing to run for the position of 
Majority/Minority Leader. All interested senators will raise their placards. Once the chair has 
recognized a senator, he/she will have one minute to address his/her party and convince them 
why he/she should be elected party floor leader. Senators may cede their time to the chair if 
they do not wish to speak. Senators are encouraged to think about whether they’d like to run 
for these positions before the conference begins.  

● Once all senators have spoken, senators will be invited to submit their choice for party floor 
leader by passing a note to their chair. While the chair is tabulating the results for this election, 
the party may break into a brief unmoderated caucus. Once the results have been finalized, the 
chairs will announce the Majority and Minority Leaders. 

● This position will not be re-elected; the elected senator will hold this position for the duration 
of the conference, unless exceptional circumstances arise.  

Role of the Committee Chairman and Ranking Member: 

● Traditionally in the US Senate, the senator of the majority party with the greatest seniority will 
act as a committee’s chairman, while the senator of the minority party will serve as a 
committee’s ranking member. However in 1995, the Republican party altered conference rules 
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to allow Republicans on individual committees to vote by secret ballot for their committee’s 
chairman. The Chairman is known as the presiding officer of a Senate subcommittee and often 
fulfills a procedural role by acknowledging senators who wish to speak during committee 
session. If the Chairman is not present, the Ranking member assumes the Chairman’s role. 
Senators may not serve as a ranking member or chairman for more than one standing 
committee.  

● For the purposes of our simulation, the chairman will be responsible for facilitating the 
“Introductory Round Robin” at the beginning of each Breakout Session. The ranking member 
will be responsible for facilitating the “Concluding Round Robin” at the closing of each 
Breakout Session. Senators in the Senate Special Committees, if they do not wish to speak, may 
cede their time to the Chairman or Ranking Member. Notably, these roles will not receive 
special consideration for awards.  

Election of Committee Chairmen and Ranking Members: 

● Each subcommittee will have a Chairman (Republican representative) and Ranking Member 
(Democrat representative). Although these are informally appointed positions in the US Senate, 
for the purposes of this simulated committee they will be elected positions to encourage more 
senator participation. 

● For this second stage of elections, senators must stay with their respective parties. The 
chair/moderator will then call for any senators wishing to run for the position of 
chairman/ranking member for “...” Senate Committee. Once a senator has been recognized, 
he/she will have thirty seconds to present reasons to elect him/her to the position of 
Chairman/Ranking Member.  

● Following the conclusion of all speakers for one Senate Committee, senators will be invited to 
vote for their respective chairman/ranking member by sending a note to the dais via chair. 
While the chair is tabulating scores, the committee may break for a unmoderated caucus. When 
the votes have been finalized, the chairs will announce the chairman/ranking member for “...” 
Senate Committee.  

● This procedure will be repeated an additional three times for each Senate Committee. Once 
these elections have finished, the Senate will return to normal procedure under the GSL. 

● These positions will not be re-elected; the elected senators will hold this position for the 
duration of the conference, unless exceptional circumstances arise.  

Senate General Rules of Procedure 

● The Senate will automatically be in a General Speakers List (GSL). Unlike other General 
Assemblies, the Senate will not have a primary or secondary speakers list, but rather one GSL. 
senators may follow standard NAMUN GA procedure to propose other motions.  

● Notably, the Senate will not set the agenda with specific topics. This procedural change is 
intended to encourage more flexibility in the issues discussed, and to allow the Senate to discuss 
crisis updates. For example, if a crisis update demands discussion on a certain topic, the Senate 
may choose to entertain a moderated caucus on a topic. However, there should still be a strong 
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focus on topics mentioned in the background guide, including: Gun Control, Immigration, 
Healthcare Reform, and Personal Privacy (in the Digital Age). Although senators may use their 
special powers to write bills to respond crisis updates, any substantive policy-bills must be 
focused on these four topics and must emerge from the Senate Special Committees. More 
details on Bill creation can be found below. The dais reserves the discretion to redirect the 
committee if it feels senators are deviating from the focus of the committee. 

● Senators may also motion for two types of disruptive caucuses: a breakout session or an 
unmoderated caucus. Delegates may motion for unmoderated caucuses for a maximum of five 
minutes. Two breakout sessions cannot be motioned for without an intervening unmoderated 
caucus.  

Breakout Session Mechanics 

● One of the most significant changes to this committee is the introduction of a “Motion for a 
Breakout Session”. These Breakout Sessions may be understood as more structured 
unmoderated caucuses and are intended to facilitate bill writing and allows senators to meet 
with members of their Senate special committee. A simple majority is needed (50%+1) is 
needed to pass this motion. The Senate must return to the GSL or moderated caucus before 
motioning for an additional Breakout Session. Senators are encouraged to exercise their 
discretion when motioning for a Breakout Session.  

● Following a successful motion for a Breakout Session, senators will be redirected to one corner 
of the room where their Senate Special Committee will meet. At this time, the moderator will 
announce the beginning of Breakout sessions. The structure of Breakout Sessions is as follows: 

○ Introductory Round Robin for all senators (30 seconds for each senator present) 
○ Unmoderated Caucus (up to 15 minutes) 
○ Closing Round Robin for all senators (30 seconds for each senator present) 

● Once the beginning of the Breakout Session has been called, the Chairman of the committee 
will ensure that each senator has a maximum of 30 seconds to announce his/her position on the 
issue at hand. If a senator does not wish to comment, he/she may cede his/her time to the 
Chairman or Ranking member, or Majority/Minority leader if he/she is present in the Senate 
Committee. The Chairman may use his/her phone to keep time. 

● Once all senators have spoken in the Round Robin, they may return to a normal unmoderated 
caucus. Senators are free to visit other Special Senate Subcommittees.  

● At the end of the unmoderated caucus, the moderator will call for the closing Round Robin. 
The Ranking Member is responsible for ensuring each senator has a maximum of 30 seconds to 
share his/her thoughts on issues discussed. If a senator does not wish to comment, he/she may 
cede his/her time to the Chairman or Ranking member, or Majority/Minority leader if he/she is 
present in the Senate Committee. The Ranking Member may use his/her phone to keep time.  

● Notably, there the dais will not accept motions to extend an unmoderated caucus.  
● Following the conclusion of the Breakout Session, the senate will return to its previous state 

before the Breakout Session.  
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Voting Mechanics 

● The Senate has two votes available to it: standard votes and proxy votes. A simple majority 
(50%+1) for both standard votes and proxy votes is needed to pass bills and other Senate 
special powers, including Declaring a State of Emergency, Cabinet Referrals, Impeaching a 
Federal Officer, and Voting on Supreme Court nominees. 

● Any bill that passes in the Congress will be considered automatically approved by the President 
unless he wishes to exercise his veto. However, if the bill passes with greater than ⅔ majority, it 
will automatically be considered to override any potential presidential veto, following normal 
constitutional procedure.  

Standard Votes: 

● A standard vote is the one used in all standard NAMUN GA Committees. Each senator gets 
one vote and may signify voting by raising his/her placard.  

● All other procedural votes needs only a simple majority of a standard vote to pass. 

Proxy Votes: 

● Each senator will get a number of proxy votes which represent voting in the House of 
Representatives. 

● To calculate 50%+1 for a proxy vote, we will be using the total of all senators’ proxy votes.  
● Each senator will receive a paper with their proxy votes at the beginning of each committee 

session.  
● Throughout committee, the Chairs of the committee will pay close attention to senator 

comments, engagement, and ability to pass bills to determine how many proxy votes will be 
rewarded to each senator. These proxy votes will change at the beginning of each day, and at 
the discretion of Crisis. Senators will always be notified immediately if their proxy votes have 
changed during committee sessions. 

● There will be significant variation between senators’ proxy votes to reflect the popularity of 
senators’ policies in their respective states and to give significant voting power to more popular 
senators.   

Senate Special Powers 

● The Senate has a number of special powers at its disposal, including Declaring a State of 
Emergency, Impeaching Federal Officers, Cabinet Referrals, and Voting on Supreme Court 
Nominees. To successfully pass these motions, a 50%+1 majority is needed for a standard vote 
and proxy vote. The Dais reserves the right to rule the bills associated with these powers out of 
order if substantial debate has not taken place. All of these bills associated with these special 
powers do not need to originate from Senate Special Committees. Any senators may write these 
bills as long as the bills have > 2 sponsors and > 1 signatory, totalling at least ¼ of quorum for 
the committees. 
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Declaring a State of Emergency: 

● Senators may declare a State of Emergency by crafting and passing a bill with the relevant 
provisions. To successfully declare a state of emergency, the bill must indicate the geographic 
location (limited to the size of one state), the length of the state of emergency, the effect on 
resource/service provision, and any other special conditions. Vague bills attempting to declare a 
State of Emergency will not be approved by the dais.  

Impeachment Trials of Federal Officials: 

● If a federal official is found to behave inappropriately, the House of Representatives may 
impeach or formally charge that official. Once that official has been charged, the Senate may 
conduct an impeachment trial to officially remove that official from office. Although the Senate 
cannot assume the powers of the House of Representatives, senators may ask the House of 
Representatives, played by crisis, to consider impeachments.  

● In the scenario that an impeachment charge is brought forward in the House of 
Representatives, the Senate must subsequently pass a bill to begin impeachment trial 
proceedings. The Senate requires a two third majority to convict.  

Referrals to/from the Cabinet: 

● At any time, the Senate may choose to “refer” information to the cabinet. Any information 
referred to the Cabinet must be written in the form of a bill. If this bill successfully passes, then 
it will be read to the Cabinet. Any relevant information from the referral to the cabinet will be 
relayed back to the Senate. Alternatively, the Cabinet may choose to read something in front of 
the Senate.  

Voting on Supreme Court Nominees:  

● Senators may notice that America 2024 begins with a deadlock (3-3) for Supreme Court 
Justices. At some point during the conference, the Senate may choose to vote on a Supreme 
Court nominee. The motion to begin voting process requires 50%+1 on normal and 
substantive votes. Further details about this process will be released if this special power is 
invoked. 

State of the Union 

● The State of the Union will serve as the “Crisis Update”, delivered by a member of the Crisis 
team. These States of the Union will synthesize all relevant crisis information for the US Senate, 
and include major political, social, and economic developments. senators do not need to 
motion for the State of the Union, Crisis will deliver these when appropriate. However, it may 
be noted that senators are not required to engage with any other crisis updates asides from the 
ones communicated via the State of the Union. 
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Legal Mechanics 
● To simulate the full legislative process, including judicial review, if any senators believes that a 

bill passed by its own body is in violation of the Constitution, he/she may seek recourse 
through America 2024’s legal mechanics, described below. 

● Once a bill has passed, a delegate may submit to the chair in writing that they intend to bring 
suit against the bill on constitutional grounds.  

● The dais will review their application, and if they are satisfied with its seriousness and viability 
invite the litigant to explain the suit to the committee. 

● The delegates bringing suit will have the opportunity to compose a more comprehensive 
written application to the Supreme Court (Crisis Central). 

● Other delegates allowed to express their views in amicus briefs.  
● Sponsors may compose a written brief of their own in defense of the bill. 
● Crisis will review this application and either grant summary judgement or allow it to proceed 

to litigation.  
● If the suit is allowed to proceed to litigation, crisis will then compose a brief factum outlining 

the facts and issues of the case and distribute it to the litigating parties.  
● The sponsors of the bill may choose one of their own to defend the bill. 
● Crisis staff will then act as justices and hear arguments (outside of the committee room) from 

both parties and assess each on the grounds of logic and applied legal theory. Each side will be 
given 5 minutes to present their arguments, and “Judges” may interject the litigants with 
questions.  

● The judges will write a formal decision explaining their decision and striking down or 
upholding the statute. As litigation has proceeded at the Supreme Court level, there will be no 
appeals. 

Appendix 

This appendix includes the detailed breakdown of crafting a bill and the structure of a working bill. As 
always, senators may reach out to the GA Director (Andrea Ho) or Crisis Director (Stephanie Stewart) 
directly with further questions. 

Working Bill Structure: 

● Any bill produced by the Senate Committee must have the signature of all Senate Committee 
members as either: signatories, sponsors, abstaining parties, or endorsing parties. Thus, all 
senators of the Senate Committee must choose one of these positions before a bill can be 
introduced the dais.  

● A bill must pass the Senate Committee before it can be brought to the dais and introduced in 
front of the Senate. “Passing” Senate Committee is denoted by 9 members signing on as either 
signatories or sponsors. 

● If there are at least three non-endorsing parties on the bill, these members will automatically 
get 1 minute to speak against the bill after the signatories have presented it. Non-endorsing 
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members will also get priority when the dais asks for “two speakers against” before moving 
into voting procedure.  

● Otherwise, the bill must follow “Resolution” format, with the necessary preambulatory and 
operative clauses. Please refer to the delegate handbook for more details.  

● Delegates may also choose to submit amendments to Bills, following standard GA procedure. 

Introducing a Working Bill: 

● A number of steps must be followed to pass a Bill. Note this process closely parallels to passing 
a Resolution with a few changes. The steps are as follows: 

● Step 1: A working bill is created only by members of its affiliated Senate Committee. A bill only 
“passes” Senate Committee level and can be submitted to the dais if it has at least 9 members 
signing on as either signatories on sponsors. If there are three non-endorsing parties, these 
senators will get the opportunity to speak against the bill during the introduction of the 
working bill. 

● Step 2: A senator may motion to introduce Working Bill from Senate Committee on “...” This 
motion requires a simple majority to pass.  

● Step 3: Once the motion passes, the signatories may present the working bill to the Senate. If 
there are three non-endorsing parties on the bill, these senators will get one minute following 
the signatories’ presentation to speak out against the bill. 

● Step 4: The moderator will ask if the Senators are amenable to taking questions on their bill. If 
they are amenable, they will be asked between 3-6 questions at the discretion of the moderator. 
The working bill has now become a draft bill. 

● Step 5: The moderator will ask for any other motions or points in the floors. 
● Step 6: Other delegates may submit amendments to this bill. Friendly and Unfriendly 

Amendments will follow standard GA Procedure. 
● Step 6: Senators may motion to move into voting procedure on “Draft Bill from Special Senate 

Subcommittee on …”  
○ This motion requires two speakers for and two speakers against.  
○ Senators may also “motion to vote clause by clause”, “motion to divide the question”, 

or “motion to vote by roll call”. 
○ A motion to enter voting procedure requires a ⅔ majority to pass, known as cloture.  
○ At the discretion of the dais, this procedure may be excluded to promote expediency. 
○ If this motion fails, the Senate will return to the GSL. 

● Step 7: If the motion succeeds, the Senate moves to voting on the bill. If there are unfriendly 
amendments, these are voted on first. Delegates may motion to vote on more than one draft bill 
at once.  

● Step 8: A draft bill needs a simple majority of standard and proxy votes to become a bill.  
● Step 8: Regardless of whether the draft bill becomes a Bill, the Senate will return to the GSL 

following voting.  


