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Letter from the Chair  

Dear Delegates, 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you the Republican Governors of America 2024. 

I’d like to thank you for expressing your interest in this committee. My name is Michael Elliott 

and I will be the chair for this committee. I’m currently pursuing a degree in both political 

science and history. This is my second year with NAMUN and the broader model United Nations 

community here at the University of Toronto.  

We have an exciting committee planned this year, full of in depth debate topics and 

complex problems that your committee will be facing. Using your critical thinking skills and 

knowledge of American politics, you will have the opportunity to peer into the future and effect 

the course of American politics along with other crisis committees in consequential ways. This 

committee will debate what policies and ideologies are best for America from a conservative 

standpoint, as applied by yourselves as Republican governors. As governors, you will also be 

able to aid Republicans in the presidential and congressional elections by a variety of means 

and tackle the specific issues facing your state. 

If you have any questions regarding this committee, this background guide, awards, or 

the like, please do not hesitate to contact me via email. I will be delighted to answer any 

questions you have. You may also choose to visit  www.namun.org where you will have access 

to a delegate handbook that may answer some of your questions. I look forward to meeting all 

of you and hearing your ideas for the committee!   

 

Michael Elliott  
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Letter from the Director  
Delegates, staff, and guests,  

 

Welcome to the North American Model United Nations 2019 conference.  

 

As Director for Crisis Committees, it is my distinct pleasure to lead the talented, intelligent, and creative 

team which has built this year’s slate of crisis committees. Over the course of many months, our staff 

have been working hard to bring NAMUN’s signature blend of academic rigor and innovative challenges 

to the fore of each of our committees.  

 

With each successive year, the NAMUN crisis branch has pushed realism in crisis further by asking what 

separates a model UN simulation from the reality, then testing that boundary. By integrating fresh takes 

on everything from mechanics to academic approach, our crises strive to closely emulate real world. In 

the small, controlled setting of a crisis committee, our staff attempts to manipulate the frequently 

chaotic and unpredictable nature of real world politics. The pieces we have chosen to simulate have real 

world corollaries, which we painstakingly study, test, and workshop. As a result, by the week of the 

conference, we execute a highly polished and interactive set of tools which bring delegates as close to 

the action as possible. I can proudly say our 2019 team has gone above and beyond to rise to that 

standard, and I look forward to delegates being able to experience the worlds we have created.  

 

The America 2024 Integrated Crisis responds to outcry from every corner of America following the 2019 

presidential election. As a nation founded as a great experiment, the United States is a uniquely well 

suited environment for delegates to challenge existing convention, compose their solutions with an eye 

for fine detail, and bravely advocate for unconventional solutions to old problems. The crisis is steeped 

in equal parts fear of the future, love of country, and anger at the status quo. At its heart, the crisis 

challenges delegates to redefine the soul of America. I trust delegates are well equipped to rise to that 

challenge. 

 

I eagerly await your voices in debate. Research closely, plan carefully, and let the games begin.   

 

Best of luck,  

 

Stevie Stewart 
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Introduction  
American politics has constantly been dominated by two forces. Those who wish to 

challenge existing structures and evolve them, and those who desire for things to remain the 

same. For the past 50 years, American politics has been following a trend of becoming 

increasingly polarized and this is notably highlighted with the current two-party system. The 

results of the 2016 election saw the United States of America entering a new stage of politics. 

With Donald Trump elected as President, American conservatism and the Republican party saw 

a significant shift in their policies. In addition, a rising wave of populism from both sides of the 

political aisle gained significant traction. With internal divisions threatening to split both 

parties, radical change is needed, as failure to rectify these disputes will dominate over policy, 

change and improvement. The Republican Governors Association of America 2024, peers into 

the future and thrusts us into a new election cycle with both parties vying for the presidency 

and control in the Senate. This committee aims to discuss the ideal conservative vision for the 

country, with each governor’s home state as a policy laboratory. Success or failure will define 

the course of American conservatism and politics at large.  

 

Definitions  
Libertarianism: An political philosophy advocating for minimal government intervention, 

prioritizing freedom of its citizens.1 

 

Free Market: An economic system which allocates resources according to prices which are 

determined by businesses in competition with one another. Government regulations, subsidies, 

and taxes can be seen as distorting influences on the free market.  

 

Neoconservatism: A political ideology which departed from traditional conservatism by 

emphasis on personal freedom in economic, and to a lesser extent, social issues, while 

maintaining a commitment to an active and interventionist foreign policy.2 

 

Gerrymandering: A process whereby one manipulates the boundaries of an electoral 

constituency to influence the results of an election. 

 

                                                           
1 Bas Van Der Vossen and Peter Vallentyne, "Libertarianism," Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, September 04, 

2018, accessed December 09, 2018, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/libertarianism/. 
2 Terence Ball and Richard Dagger, "Neoconservatism," Encyclopædia Britannica, May 03, 2016, accessed 

December 09, 2018, https://www.britannica.com/topic/neoconservatism. 
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Isolationism: An approach to foreign policy which avoids interfering or even interacting with 

the political or economic affairs of other countries.3 

 

Protectionism: A policy of reducing imports from other countries to aid domestic industry 

through methods such as tariffs and quotas.4  

 

Populism: A style of politics based on direct appeals from a leader directly to the masses. This 

style of politics spans the ideological spectrum, but is often grounded in attacks on “elites”, be 

they foreign or domestic. 

 

Historical Background I: Federalism 

Federalism in the United States 

 The relationship between the states and the Federal government is known as 

Federalism. Federalism has been called “the greatest of American contributions to the art of 

government”.5 Each governor, as head of a state government, will be operating within the 

framework of modern federalism. Here, a brief history and overview of federalism, and 

consequently the powers of American governors will be provided.  

 

Federalism in the Constitution 

 The first governing document of the United States, the Articles of Confederation, 

created a federal government that was laughably weak. It did not even have the power to 

create a standing army; instead it relied on state militias, and had to rely upon the unanimous 

approval of the states to make any decision of consequence.6 This “disjointed and 

decentralized”7 model proved to be entirely unviable, and thus, the famous Constitutional 

Convention convened in Philadelphia. The document produced therein was, of course, the 

Constitution of the United States beginning with its foundational preamble: 

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 

Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general 

Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 

establish this Constitution for the United States of America.” 

 In this constitution, there is an explicit enumeration of the powers of the federal 

government. Article One, Section Eight grants the Congress the power to collect taxes, borrow 

                                                           
3 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, "Isolationism," Encyclopædia Britannica, July 29, 2013, accessed 

December 09, 2018, https://www.britannica.com/topic/isolationism-foreign-policy. 
4 The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica, "Protectionism," Encyclopædia Britannica, October 12, 2018, , accessed 

December 09, 2018, https://www.britannica.com/topic/protectionism. 
5 Larry N. Gerston, American Federalism: A Concise Introduction(Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2007), 6 
6 Gerston, 24 
7 Gerston, 40 
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money, regulate interstate commerce, create money, create a postal office, and establish an 

army and navy. Article One also includes the “Elastic clause”, which grants Congress the further 

power to make any law for execution of all powers given to the Federal government. This clause 

can be seen as a source to greatly expand the powers of the Federal government beyond what 

is enumerated in the constitution.8 Article Two details the powers of the President, namely, as 

commander-in-chief of the United States Military, and as responsible for the negotiation of 

foreign treaties, and appointments to government positions. 

 The constitution says little about the powers of the states. Article Four holds that states 

are responsible for enforcing continuity in criminal laws between jurisdictional levels, but 

nowhere is there an explicit list of state powers. The later Bill of Rights, however, grants to the 

states any power not given to the Federal government. 

 

Federalism in Reality 

 The text of the constitution aside, how has federalism been operating in practice? This 

shall now be examined in terms of how Jurisprudence, and the growing power of the 

Presidency and Congress has affected Federalism. 

 

Federalism in Jurisprudence 

In allowing the coexistence of both, State governments and the Federal government, 

disputes as to their respective powers are bound to arise. This necessary division is known as 

“separation of powers”, and the Supreme Court established itself as the arbiter of this 

separation in Marbury v. Madison.9 Under the leadership of Chief Justice John Marshall, the 

court generally granted wide powers to the Federal government, notable in McCulloh v. 

Maryland, where the court held that the Federal government had the power to create a 

National bank, under the “doctrine of implied powers”—that wide-ranging federal powers were 

implied in the constitution, specifically, Article One, Section Eight.10 

The Taney court took this in an entirely different direction, returning power to the 

states. This was perhaps motivated by Taney’s personal views as a southern slaveholder at a 

time when Northern states were making moves against the institution of slavery.11 This new 

view of limited federal power is most eminent in the most infamous case in Supreme Court 

history, Dred Scott v. Sanford. Here, the Supreme Court held that the transportation of Dred 

Scott, a slave, into the “free” state of Illinois did not entitle him to his freedom. In fact, they 

held that as a person of African descent, and the property of his owner, Scott did not even have 

the right to sue in Federal Court. The decision then went further and invalidated the Missouri 

                                                           
8 Gerston, 41 
9 Gerston, 54 
10 Gerston, 54 
11 Gerston, 55 
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compromise, regulating the legality of slavery in future states by stating that Congress did not 

have the power to regulate property, such as slaves.12 

 

This limited view of Federal power persisted for more than a century, even with the passing 

of the reconstruction amendments, including the 14th, which reads, in part:  

“No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 

citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 

of the laws.” 

 

 Despite this direct attack on the powers of the state, the court declined to use it to 

apply restrictions on the rights of the states. This lead to a litany of further infamous decisions, 

notable Plessy v. Ferguson, which upheld the legality of segregation.13 

This all changed with the ascension of Franklin Delano Roosevelt to the presidency, and 

his vigorous program of economic regulation and welfare to combat the Great Depression. 

When the Supreme Court, operating under its standing principles of limited federal power, 

attempted to block much of this legislation, Roosevelt took steps to add additional justices of a 

more sympathetic ideology to the court. Though this plan ultimately failed, it led the justices to 

change their previously expressed beliefs and accept many of the programs Roosevelt had put 

in place.14 

Eventually, the court itself took a much more aggressive role with regards to Federal 

power, particularly under the leadership of Chief Justice Earl Warren, under which it ended 

segregation in public schools (Brown v. Board of Education), used the 14th amendment to apply 

the Bill of Rights and its guarantees of personal liberties to the states (a process known as 

incorporation), halted the death penalty (Gregg v. Georgia), and, perhaps most notably, ended 

all state restrictions on abortion (Roe v. Wade).15 Since this high watermark of judicial activism 

under Warren, the court has moderated somewhat, issuing decisions that defer power to both 

the states and the Federal government. 

 

Federalism and Presidentialism 

Federalism has been tilted towards the Federal government via the presidency in two ways: 

the growing use of executive orders, and the birth and expansion of the Office of Management 

and the Budget. The executive order is something which is issued by the President and can only 

be reversed by the President, an act of Congress, or a Court decision. There is no mechanism by 

                                                           
12 Gerston, 55-56 
13 Gerston, 56 
14 Gerston, 57 
15 Gerston, 58 
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which a state can reverse an executive order, except litigating it in the courts, so the ever 

expanding use of executive orders has greatly diminished state power.16 

 For governors, the flip side of this development is that they have become more 

powerful within the confines of their own state, as they can issue their own executive orders. 

The Office of Management and the Budget (OMB) has evolved from a glorified 

accounting firm to a centralized hub of the making of rules and regulations for the Federal 

government.17 As such, it acts almost as a 2nd president, issuing orders and fiats that often have 

great implications for the states, despite the states having no say. 

 

Federalism and the Congress  

The most significant change altering Congress’ position with regards to Federalism was 

the ratification of the Sixteenth Amendment in 1913.18 The Sixteenth Amendment enables 

Congress to levy income taxes, thereby granting enormous fiscal powers to the Federal 

government. Consequently, much government spending in the United States now originates 

with the Federal government, even if the programs themselves are administered by the states. 

Indeed, in 2006, almost 25% of total federal spending was on grants and transfers to the 

states.19 

 

Modern Fiscal Federalism and the Power of the States 

                                                           
16 Gerston, 63-64 
17 Gerston, 64 
18 Gerston, 68 
19 Gerston, 69 
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 As these charts show, modern state budgets are largely consumed by education and 

healthcare programs - these are areas for which the state has much policymaking influence. The 

states also have significant control of criminal justice and corrections, infrastructure, and 

welfare programs. In terms of revenue, much of each state’s revenue comes from transfers 

from the federal government as was discussed earlier. States also make money from their own 

taxes, notably that of sales and income. 
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Moving Forward: A New Federalist Framework? 

 As noted earlier, the nature of Federalism and state power often changed dramatically 

in response to contentious events in America’s history. The bitter and national divisive debates 

over slavery leading up to the civil war led to a framework of federalism that gave much power 

to the states. Many decades later, a push for national unity in a time of economic crisis and the 

subsequent Second World War thrusted things in the opposite direction: a dramatic increase in 

federal power, first in economic policy, and then after the World War, in the divisive realm of 

social policy. 

 Now, on July 4, 2024, America finds itself at another decisive point in its history. More 

than a decade of political stagnation at the federal level has caused a number of fundamental 

issues to drag on unresolved, only furthering existing division and anger in American politics. 

Disillusioned with politics at the federal level, many Americans are now turning to the states to 

re-assert themselves in the political process and become active laboratories of policy making. If 

successful, this may restore the American people’s faith in the ordinary political processes of 

the country and build a sense of national unity, the absence of which grows more apparent 

with each passing day. 

 The remainder of this Background Guide will focus on the origin and substance of the 

issues at stake in this crisis and the state of the nation more generally.  

 

Historical Context II: Contemporary American Politics 
Donald Trump 

Donald Trump is the 45th and current president of the United States. He was elected to 

the role in 2016 and was reelected in 2020. Originally a businessman and real estate developer, 

Donald Trump began his bid for the presidency in 2015 on a message of curtailing illegal 

immigration, cutting taxes and regulations, and increasing military spending. He went on to 

become the Republicans nominee for the presidency, defeating prominent Republican 

members like Jeb Bush, Marco Rubio, and Ted Cruz. Trump went on to face Hillary Clinton in 

the general election. Brushing off several scandals and poor polling numbers, Trump was able 

to obtain the number of electoral votes needed to be win the presidency despite losing the 

popular vote. During his early days in office, Trump saw the reversal of several regulations and 

passed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, a major legislative victory for both the Republicans 

and himself.20 Trump would also nominate Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh to the United 

States Supreme Court. Within the realm of foreign policy, Trump moved the Israeli U.S embassy 

to Jerusalem and took the United States out of international agreements such as the Paris 

Climate Accords and the Iran deal.21 Trump also began a renewed effort to establish diplomatic 

                                                           
20 “President Donald Trump Timeline.”, Real Clear Politics, last modified April 19, 2018, 

https://realclearpolitics.com/timeline/president_donald_trump.html#!.  
21 Ibid. 
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relations with North Korea in 2018. He went on to win the 2020 election, primarily due to a 

divided opposition and a strong economy. 

 

2016 Election   

The 2016 presidential election saw a rise in populist movements on both sides of the 

political aisle. The Democrats had this exemplified with Senator Bernie Sanders, an 

independent running in the Democratic primaries. Senator Sanders campaigned on a platform 

against large corporations and the wealthy, and advocated for programs such as universal 

health care and free college tuition. With the Republicans, it was Donald Trump who 

campaigned against “the media and political elites” and cited news networks and career 

politicians as the cause of the many ills facing America. Hillary Clinton was the front runner of 

the Democratic primaries for most of its process though Bernie Sanders did present a 

substantial challenge to her eventual victory. Trump  was much more successful and was able 

to decisively win the Republican primaries and become their nominee for president. Hillary 

Clinton led in most polls prior to the election and generally was regarded as the winner of the 

presidential debates. Donald Trump, despite the scandals that plagued his campaign, ultimately 

emerged as the winner of the 2016 election. 

 

Russian Interference in the 2016 Election and Wiki Leaks 

Shortly after the 2016 Election concluded, U.S officials found evidence suggesting that 

Russia attempted to interfere and alter the course of the election. Russians were not only found 

to have influenced the election through ads and pages on social media, but it is as well cited 

that Russian hackers were most likely the cause of the Democratic National Committees email 

breach.22 July 2016 saw Wikileaks release over 20,000 of DNC related emails which contained 

information citing the organizations’ preference for Clinton over Sanders in the primaries. The 

Director of National Intelligence, James Clapper declared they had confidence that the Russian 

government was responsible for the hack.23 

 
2018 Congressional Elections 

Within the America 2024 crisis timeline, the 2018 Congressional elections saw the 

Democrats retake both the House of Representatives and the Senate in an angry coalition. This 

coalition was comprised of committed Democrats, independents, and some disillusioned 

Republicans that broke away from party ranks. The success of the coalition was seen as being 

representative of the general public’s rejection of President Trump and the Republican 

                                                           
22 "Hacked off; Hillary Clinton's campaign," The Economist 9011, no. 421 (2016): 24, accessed October 24, 2018, 

http://link.galegroup.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/apps/doc/A466463563/AONE?u=utoronto_main&sid=AON

E&xid=43ad068f. 
23 Ibid. 
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legislative agenda. The Democrats however, did not muster a large enough majority to override 

a presidential veto. A presidential veto would have resulted in a situation of deadlock as any 

proposed policies could be struck down by President Trump.  

 

2020 Presidential Election 

The 2020 presidential election saw President Donald Trump reelected to a second term 

in office. Despite low approval numbers, Trump touted a strong economy and his deliverance 

on key campaign policies in order to secure the win. The Democrats nominated a more 

moderate and underwhelming opponent and in turn were unable to rally enough enthusiasm 

and support to take back the presidency. Trump once again won the electoral vote while losing 

the popular vote. His electoral vote count this time around was smaller than it was in 2016. The 

Republicans were able to retake the Senate thought the Democrats maintained control of the 

House. 

 

2022 Congressional Elections 

The 2022 Congressional Elections resulted in the Republicans retaking the House of 

Representatives and maintaining their majority in the Senate due to the deadlock and 

inefficiencies amongst the coalition of Democrats. President Trump and the Republican party as 

a result were able to resume pushing their legislative agenda through congress. 

 
2024 Presidential Election 

While still underway, both the Republicans and the Democrats are currently holding 

primaries to decide upon their nominee for president of the United States. While President 

Donald Trump is ineligible to run for a third term due to the 22nd amendment of the 

constitution, there have been rumors that he seeks this specific goal. The Republicans currently 

maintain their hold over both chambers of Congress.  
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Timeline  

April 12th 2015 Hillary Clinton announces her bid for the presidency.  

April 30th 2015 Bernie Sanders announces his candidacy in the democratic 

primaries. 

June 16th 2015 Donald Trump announces his run for the presidency, cites illegal 

immigration and ineffective politicians as some of the main 

focuses of his campaign. 

July 18th – 21st 2016 Trump becomes the Republican nominee for president. 

July 25th – 28th 2016 Hillary Clinton becomes the Democratic nominee for president.  

November 8th 2016 Donald Trump wins the presidency, obtains 306 electoral votes 

but loses popular vote.  

Jan 20th 2017 Donald Trump sworn in as president of the United States. 

January 31st 2017 Neil Gorsuch nominated by president Trump to Supreme Court. 

December 22th 2017 Donald Trump signs in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act into Law.  

June 12th, 2018  Donald Trump meets with North Korean leader Kim Jong UN to 

improve relations and achieve denuclearization in the region. 

July 9th, 2018  Donald Trump nominates Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court.  

November 6th 2018 Democrats take back both the House and Senate with coalition.  

November 3rd 2020 Trump wins a second term, Republicans take back the Senate, 

Democrats hold the House. 

November 8th 2022 The Republicans maintain control of the House and take back the 

Senate. 

July 1st 2024 Both the Democratic and Republican Primaries have concluded. 
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Issues  

Overview 

The United States of America is currently experiencing a rise in populism and parties are 

becoming increasingly ideologically divided. Democrats lack a united message and are largely 

divided between their corporate/moderate members and the more progressive and left leaning 

wing of the party. The Republicans are split between Donald Trump’s core base, and some of 

the more moderate members of the party, who are disillusioned by Trump's rhetoric and 

demeanor. Republicans are as well losing support amongst white working and middle-class 

voters as the country becomes increasingly diverse. Libertarian and Green party voices fall 

short, with third parties operating largely unsuccessfully within the current system.  

 

Republicans  

Neoconservatism has dominated mainstream conservative politics and has been 

prominent in the conduct of the Republican party for the past 50 years. Centered around 

supporting free market capitalism and foreign intervention, Neoconservatism has shaped many 

Republican decisions and policies. Despite this (or perhaps because of it), many conservatives 

and members of the Republican party though have grown disillusioned by globalism and 

military intervention in foreign conflicts. Donald Trump spoke against trade deals like NAFTA 

and the Trans Pacific Partnership and cited the Iraq war and other military intervention as 

mistakes. Republicans are divided by their moderate/neoconservative members and the more 

isolationist/Trumpian wing of the party. Libertarians as well lack a strong voice in the party, 

although the ideology has gained some prominence over the years. This proves to be a problem 

as Republicans do not have a clear ideological message. Donald Trump has now led the party 

into new waters much to the dismay of many moderate Republicans.  

 

Democrats 

Democrats as well have been divided amongst the moderate wing of the party and the 

more left leaning progressives. Bernie Sanders sparked a populist and progressive wave with his 

campaign in 2016. Even after losing, progressives have been vying for a voice in the Democratic 

Party. After the 2016 election, progressive candidates such as Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez were 

able to defeat prominent figures of the Democratic party and run for office. Even with 

progressives gaining more of a voice, the Democratic Party still lacks a clear message with 

ideological infighting. 
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Economy  

National Debt: The national debt by 2018 reached 21 trillion dollars, owed to both foreign and 

domestic parties.24 China and Japan own the largest amount of the foreign debt. China owns 

1.18 trillion of the debt while Japan at a close second owns around 1.03 trillion. Both these 

governments want to keep the U.S dollar value higher than their own to maximum their 

profits.25 Intragovernmental debts comprise approximately 30% of the national debt coming 

out at around 6 trillion dollars.26 This is a result of when federal agencies collect more money in 

taxes than they need. They then buy U.S Treasury’s with the excess cash and that capital goes 

into a general fund.27 These Treasury’s however, act as a sort of I.O.U and these agencies can 

one day redeem them for their money back. The public debt is a combination of the foreign 

debt and other entities like state debt and money owed to banks and insurance companies. 

Conservatives have vowed to keep the U.S debt under control and to run balanced budgets. 

Movements like the Tea Party have rallied around eliminating the national debt. The 2016 

election however, saw little talk of the national debt, as both Hillary Clinton and Donald 

Trump’s campaigns focused more on other concerns. 

 

Trade: Donald Trump removed the U.S from the Trans Pacific Partnership and has threatened 

to take America out of NAFTA. With the United States not being a part of the TPP, their 

influence over trade in Asia has diminished.28 President Trump has also halted negotiations on 

other agreements like the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, a newly proposed 

trade deal with Europe.29 Trump spent the majority of his first term negotiating a NAFTA deal 

with Mexico and Canada. As well, Trump in 2018 introduced a series of tariffs on a number of 

countries and products. The response from other governments like the European Union, China, 

and Canada has been to impose retaliatory tariffs potentially thrusting the United States into 

the beginning of a trade war. While the Republicans have traditionally been in support of free 

trade, these policies by President Trump have signaled a shift in Republican policy and potential 

changes to the international economy.  

Healthcare 

The Affordable Care Act (Obamacare): March 23rd, 2010 saw the implementation of the 

“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act”, legislation designed to expand healthcare 

                                                           
24 Kimberly Amadeo, “Who Owns the U.S National Debt?”, The Balance, last modified September 8, 2018, 

https://www.thebalance.com/who-owns-the-u-s-national-debt-3306124.  
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Samuel Rines, “5 Economic Problems That the Next U.S. President Will Face.”, The National Interest, last 

modified November 27, 2015, https://nationalinterest.org/feature/5-economic-problems-the-next-us-president-will-

face-14452.  
29 Ibid. 
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coverage to more Americans. Considered a massive overhaul in the United States of America’s 

healthcare system, the act created a health insurance marketplace where people could browse 

different kinds of insurance plans, compare them, and be provided with government 

subsidies.30 The act also requires insurance companies to cover basic health services and 

prevents them from barring very ill patients or those with a preexisting condition.31 These 

reforms to the insurance market were coupled with an expansion to Medicaid, the federal 

program of government health coverage for the poorest Americans. As Medicaid is 

administered by states, a number of Republican governors rejected the funding to expand 

Medicaid creating a healthcare coverage gap between states. 

Republicans and other Conservative critics were opposed to the Affordable Care Act. 

They disliked the individual mandate clause which required almost all Americans to have a 

health insurance plan and penalized them if they didn’t. Though this acted as an incentive to 

get coverage, Republicans saw it as an affront to individual liberty, essentially requiring citizens 

to spend money on a service they may or may not want. Additionally, Republicans persisted in 

their belief that the free market was best at handling the healthcare sector and reiterated the 

importance of government non-interference. 
 

Repealing and Replacing Obamacare 

Since the passing of Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Republicans have 

persisted in their attempts to repeal it. Republicans first attempted to repeal the act in 2017 

and advocated for a replacement afterwards. They were however, unsuccessful and failed to 

secure enough votes in the Senate. The Republicans were able to repeal the individual mandate 

clause of the Affordable Care Act after passing the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in December 2017, 

which may cause a substantial rise in the cost of insurance premiums as a result of healthy 

individuals leaving the insurance marketplace. 

 Even after the Republican defeat in the 2018 midterms, the subject of repealing and 

replacing the Affordable Care Act is still being discussed amongst Republicans and related 

conservative circles. Some members of Congress are seeking a complete repeal of the act and  

wish for the government to remain out of health care. They claim that this would incentivize 

companies to reduce insurance premiums in order to maximize membership. Others 

Republicans want a replacement or reform of Obamacare, with protections for those people 

who have preexisting conditions but removing the individual mandate clause and the system of 

                                                           
30 Nicholas Kamm., “What is Obamacare? ACA Basics” last modified June 5, 2018. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/smart-facts/what-obamacare-n880136.  
31 Ibid. 
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income based subsidies.32 These Republicans tend also to allow the sale of private health 

insurance across state lines to promote competition and lower premiums.33 

 

Immigration 

Immigration has been a polarizing topic between Democrats and Republicans.  President 

Trump has made the topic of immigration and more specifically illegal immigration, a defining 

talking point during his campaign and presidency. His administration has seen the use of the 

National Guard to protect the border and has authorized Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) to remove minors crossing the border from their families and place them in 

detention centers. Donald Trump, as well as other Republican members of Congress have 

advocated for a border wall to be constructed along the U.S/Mexico border. Democrats have 

rallied against the forced family separations at the border and cited the wall as being ineffective 

and a waste of federal funding. Democrats advocate a path for citizenship for undocumented 

immigrants and oppose any mass deportations. 

 

Race 

Recent demographic trends highlight a gradual change for the US. The country is 

becoming more ethically and religiously diverse and will eventually become a majority non – 

white country in the near future.34 Historically, Republicans relied more heavily on white voters 

to assure their success in elections. With this in mind and the 2024 election looming over the 

horizon, Republicans need to find a way to broaden their base to secure future political success. 

This requires a careful balancing act involving both outreach to more diverse groups in America 

whilst behaving in a way that does not compromise core conservative values. Republicans have 

supported and implemented Voter ID laws which to some has been seen as an attempt to 

dissuade black and other non – white voters.35 After making impressive gains in state houses 

and gubernatorial elections in 2010, Republicans have been the party most likely to introduce 

many of these types of voter ID laws.36 

 
                                                           
32 Stephen H. Gorin and Cynthia Moniz, “An Affordable Care Act Update: Can the Republicans Really Reform It?,” 

Oxford University Press 42, no. 2 (2017): 69, accessed October 24, 2018, https://journals-scholarsportal-

info.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/pdf/03607283/v42i0002/69_aacauctrrri.xml.  
33 Ibid. 
34 Joel Kotkin and Erika Ozuna, “America’s Demographic Future,” Cato Institute 32, no. 1 (2012): 61, accessed 

October 25, 2018, 

http://go.galegroup.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/ps/i.do?p=AONE&u=utoronto_main&id=GALE|A282214838

&v=2.1&it=r&sid=summon.  
35 William D. Hicks, Seth C. McKee, Mitchell D. Sellers, and Daniel A. Smith, “A Principle or a Strategy? Voter 

Identification Laws and Partisan Competition in the American States,” SAGE Publications 68, no. 1 (2015): 19, 

accessed October 24, 2018, https://journals-scholarsportal-

info.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/pdf/10659129/v68i0001/18_apoasvpcitas.xml.  
36 Ibid. 
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Task of the Committee  

The State of Affairs 

The Republican Governors Association is convening to discuss what policies can be 

implemented at the state level to ensure a viable future for conservatism in American politics. 

They may also steps to take to aid the national Republican party to maintain control of the 

presidency and both chambers of Congress. In addition, this committee is debating what 

policies should be advocated for during the 2024 Republican convention. The Democrats have 

been leading in most of the presidential polls and in many congressional races, at this point it 

appears to be their election to lose. Donald Trump has been rumored to be running for a third 

term though this has not yet been confirmed yet.  

 

Call to Action 

As a group of Republican governors, this committee has the twin mandate of helping to 

reshape the national conservative movement, while also governing their states in a manner 

informed by socioeconomic and political realities on a local level. To achieve this mandate the 

group must find ways to increase the Republican Party’s candidates’ chances of winning in both 

the presidency and the congress this election cycle, as well as discussing what conservative or 

right-wing vision is best for the country moving forward and how the committee can ensure this 

vision is palatable amongst the many diverse groups and peoples in the United States of 

America. In addition, this committee’s success is based around how it can provide new and 

innovative policy changes from a conservative viewpoint and investigate alternative forms of 

government. 

 
Questions to Consider 

● With changing demographics, how can we find ways to attract new groups of voters 

while keeping our core conservative values intact?  

● For both presidential and congressional elections, which states and regions should be 

focused on and what specific issues affecting them should be made pertinent to 

candidates’ campaigns?  

● What conservative vision is best for the country and what right wing philosophies 

should be incorporated into our policy moving forward? 

● Which presidential candidates should we fund and support for the Republican Party’s 

nomination for president? 

● Should Republican candidates shy away from Trumpian and populist policies for a more 

moderate approach to politics, or continue supporting and emulating Trump’s rhetoric?  

● What should be done - if anything at all - about the national debt?  

● With 3D printing becoming more prominent, how can we curtail efforts by Democrats to 

regulate the printing of guns or the distribution of firearm blueprints?  
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● With school shootings continuing to threaten American society, what are ways we can 

reduce the number of shooters without infringing on the 2nd amendment?  

● Should the ACA be repealed, or should a newly reformed plan be implemented? 

 

 

Sources 

Graham, David A. “What Will America Look Like in 2024?”. The Atlantic, last modified July 1, 

2014. https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2014/07/what-americans-expect-over-the-

next-10-years-in-tk-charts/373610/.  

A survey of contemporary American public opinion on the most salient political and cultural 

issues.  

 

Frum, David. “How to Build an Autocracy.”. The Atlantic, last modified March 2017. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/03/how-to-build-an-autocracy/513872/.  

A discussion of the structural problems and ignored vulnerabilities in the American political 

system. 

 

"The U.S. Health Care System: An International Perspective." DPEAFLCIO. Accessed December 

09, 2018. https://dpeaflcio.org/programs-publications/issue-fact-sheets/the-u-s-health-care-

system-an-international-perspective/. 

This is a great and comprehensive analysis of the state of healthcare in contemporary America. 

 

"America's Gun Culture in 10 Charts." BBC News. October 27, 2018. Accessed December 09, 

2018. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081. 

A review of the many different faces of America’s gun culture and its effect on politics and 

society. 

 

Menand, Louis. "Why Do We Care So Much About Privacy?" The New Yorker. June 22, 2018. 

Accessed December 09, 2018. https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/18/why-do-

we-care-so-much-about-privacy. 

Long-form journalistic review of the history of privacy and its applications in the digital age. 

 

Foroohar, Rana. "American Capitalism's Great Crisis and How to Fix It." Time. Accessed 

December 09, 2018. http://time.com/4327419/american-capitalisms-great-crisis/. 

A look at the unique challenges facing the modern American economic system. 

 

Gerber, David A. American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2011. 

https://dpeaflcio.org/programs-publications/issue-fact-sheets/the-u-s-health-care-system-an-international-perspective/
https://dpeaflcio.org/programs-publications/issue-fact-sheets/the-u-s-health-care-system-an-international-perspective/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/18/why-do-we-care-so-much-about-privacy
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/18/why-do-we-care-so-much-about-privacy
http://time.com/4327419/american-capitalisms-great-crisis/
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Recommended by CNN’s Fareed Zakaria as the best primer on the issue of immigration in 

American politics. 
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Appendices  

Appendix A: 2016 Electoral Map  

 

 
Appendix B: 2024 Electoral Map

 
Appendix C: “The Blue Wall.”  
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Appendix D: Total U.S National Debt 

 

 
Appendix E: Intragovernmental Debt  
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Appendix G. Ideology Changes in the Parties 
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